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The Issue 


Beclouding the issue is a time-worn device 
but one revived again and again in controversy, 
articularly where the discussion has to do. with 
theological beliefs. 


In the present situation facing the Church so 
many red herrings are being dragged across the 
trail that it is inevitable that some individuals 
are missing the point at stake. 


The issue is not one of controversy itself. Some 
fee] that all controversy is wrong because it dis- 
tubs tranquility of mind. The man who notifies 
you that your house is on fire may disturb your 
peace of mind but he has done you a favor and 
you thank him. Those who assert that doctrine is 


still of vital importance are accused by some of. 


disturbing the peace of the Church but it remains 
a fact that contending for certain essential doc- 
trnes is evidence of life, without which the wit- 
ness Of the Church would perish. 


The issue is not religious isolationalism. This 
phrase has been seized upon because it apparently 
places some in an indefensible position. The simple 
fact is that evangelical Christians find that their 
faith steps across the bounds of denominations 
to produce a fellowship which is very real and 
which fulfills the desire for “oneness” about which 
our Lord prayed. It is this faith tho which insists 
tht adherence to certain essential doctrines is 
infinitely more important than a union consumated 


at the expense of relegating these doctrines to a 


place of unimportance. 


The issue is not one of unwillingness to co- 
operate. Again cooperation is found between those 
who stand on the same foundation truths and it is 
this type of cooperation which alone produces 


spiritual results. Amos put this clearly when he. 


asked, “Can two walk together, except they be 
agreed”? 


The issue is not one of eschatology. A veritable 
whispering campaign. has been directed against 
supporters of this Journal’s position, claiming that 
those who oppose union and unsound teaching and 
preaching are simply those who hold to one view 
if our Lord’s return. The fact is that all shades 
of belief regarding the second coming of Christ 
are held by the thousands who subscribe to this 
paper and the smaller group who write for and 
sponsor its publication. 


The issue is not one of loyalty to denomination. 
loyalty is one of the finest of Christian traits. 
While loyalty is not the greatest thing involved 
tis a fact that it is loyalty to the essential doc- 
tines of Christianity which is at stake. Our 
Southern Presbyterian Church has been blessed 
ad is a blessing because of loyalty to these doc- 
rines and a contention for a continuation of this 
byalty is certainly in order. 7 


Despite these and other side issues which are 
being raised again and again we should keep our 
Ye on the real problem, the issue from which 
other issues stem—the authority of the Bible. 


Ig the Bible entirely trustworthy? That is the . 


tuestion. Can we sit down and read and believe 
ltt the first three chapters of Genesis are true; 
hat man was created in God’s image and fell from 
his original state, or are we to discard this and 

‘ve man is an evolved being, ever moving on- 
"ard and upward? 


Can we study the record of God’s dealings with 
Israe] and see His working out of His plan for 
man, or do we see simply a selfish people telling 
of their tribal god? 


Do we read the prophets and find them per- 


petrating pious frauds to strengthen their influ- 


ence and make people harken to them, or do we 
find them holy men of God who spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost? 


Do we read of Jesus coming into this world by 
natural means, leading the most perfect life ever 
lived and dying on the cross as an example for 
a great ideal, his body hidden and his well-mean- 
ing but deluded disciples claiming he had risen; or 
do we read of the Divine Son of God, conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of a virgin, giving every 
evidence by his teaching and miracles that He 
truly was God in the flesh; dying on the cross and 
shedding His blood for the remission of our sin; 
opening up the one and only way of eternal life; 
being raised of the Father and seen of as many 
as five hundred at one time, giving indisputable 
evidence that he arose with his same body, al- 
though glorified, and Who ascended into Heaven 
from which He will come again? 


As we read the writings of Paul are we follow- 
ing a man who had an epileptic fit on the Da- 
mascus road, one who was narrow and bigoted 
and who presented a warped view of Christianity, 
or are we reading from the pen of the man desig- 
nated by God and directed by the Holy Spirit to 
fully present the implications of Christ’s death 
and resurrection and to give the reasons of Chris- 
tian faith and living? 


Imperfectly as this has been stated, it is here 
that the issue lies. There are those who carp about 
discrepancies in numbers or dates in the Bible but 
we find their unbelief goes far deeper than such 
things, it is at the supernatural and miraculous 
which they stumble. 


The controversy is not with those who have 
honest questions or doubts. It is with those who 
deny, question or make light of these and other 
obvious teachings of the Bible—doctrines which 
have been recognized through the ages as es- 


sential doctrines of Christianity; and who then 


pass on their doubts or denials in their class rooms, 
pulpits and writings. 


If we keep this issue clearly before us at all 
times it will keep us from being led off at a 
tangent and it will greatly strengthen the hands 
of all who would contend for the faith. 


When Satan said to Eve, “Yea, hath God said 
—?”? he used a method he has ever found effec- 
tive—the planting of doubt of God’s Word in the 
heart of man. This is usually done today in a 
scholarly way and with the expression of lofty 
motive, but the awful effect is the same—doubt. 


Does the Bible simply contain the word of God, 
or is the Bible the Word of God? Here is the issue. 


: The Wine Of Babylon 


In Jeremiah 51:7 we have these words: “the 
nations have drunken of her wine; therefore the 
nations are mad.’”? The wine of Babylon explains 
the madness—insanity—of the nations. Babylon is 
a great city and a great word in the Bible, both 
actual and symbolic Babylon. Notice three words 
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in this verse: “‘Babylon’’, (confusion), ‘‘drunken,”’ 
‘‘mad.”’ Do not these three describe accurately the 
modern world, as well as the world of Jeremiah’s 
time? In the pclitical world, the religious world, 
the economic and business world, the intellectual 
world, and the social world, confusion, drunken- 
ness and madness prevail. ) 


The “‘wine of Babylon” is a terrible mixture—a 
witch’s brew, a devil’s broth. Part of this mixture 
is Pride. The world today is very proud of what 
it calls “Progress”. We “view with pride” our 
amazing inventions and scientific discoveries, our 
buildings and institutions, our educational and re- 
ligious “‘concepts.’’ Another ingredient is Greed, 
—greed for power, for money, for lands, for fame 
and applause. A third is Idolatry,—the worship 
of the creature more than the Creator—idolatry 
in its most highly-developed and hideous form. A 
fourth is Sinful Pleasure. Palaces of devil-inspired 
amusements have been a well-known curse of the 
world in all ages, and we have them in super- 
abundance today with all the glitter and glamor 
of modern inventions. A fifth is Violence. Crimes 
are on a “big’’ scale, and war has reached the n’th 
degree of wholesale destruction and murder. These 
and many other minor ingredients give flavor and 
color, sparkle and potency to the mixture. 

Many nations have already drunk to the full of 
this concoction and have perished in their drunken 
madness. We know their names and need not re- 
peat them. We have recently added two new names, 
Germany and Japan, to the list. 


But the sad part of the story is this: the re- 
maining nations are not only tasting, but drink- 
ing deeply of this mixture. No one with eyes to 
see, or ears to hear, can fail to know that this is 
true. England, Russia, and the United States are 
inbibing this horrible mixed wine and the result 
is confusion, drunkenness, madness, in body, mind, 
and morals. 


Our own country is confused, staggering, 
(“groggy” is a good word), insane. Is there not 
confusion everywhere? Look at our homes, our 
business conditions, our legislative bodies, our 
“Conferences,” our social life. Is our land not 
staggering like a drunken man? Lawlessness, graft, 
crime; liquor flowing like water. Are not many 
of our “insane” acts threatening our national life 
and undermining our foundations and _ sowing 
seeds of violence and revolution? How often we 
see this expression, “It does not make sense’’! 
How can what we do ‘‘make sense”? when our senses 
have been addled by the ‘‘wine of Babylon’’? 


There is only ONE antidote for this poison. It 
is the Spirit of God, convincing and Convicting 
us of SIN, and of Righteousness, and of Judgment, 
and bringing us to God through Christ. May we 
most earnestly and unceasingly PRAY that His 
Spirit may bring men to their right minds before 
our insanity leads to our ruin? J.K 


Important? 


A Christian leader recently remarked, ‘It does 
not make any difference what a man believes, the 
important thing is what he is and does.” 


This man probably represents the extreme 
liberal viewpoint but that any intelligent Christian 
should make such a statement is almost unthink- 
able. The point in question was the importance of 
Christian doctrine and the idea was that belief in 
certain Christian doctrines was not important but 


rather the way a man lives. 


To put it baldly, this is salvation by works, To 
do good to one’s fellow man is the important thing, 
This is a far cry from historic Christianity but jt 
represents the eventual] position of extreme liberal. 
ism. 

The heart of Christianity is what God has done 
for man through His Son. Until we believe and 
accept this all-important fact we are not Chris. 
tians and we are incapable of doing Christian 


work. What we believe (doctrine) is so important 


that we eannot serve Him without it. 


Yes, it makes all the difference in this world 
and in the next what we believe. —L.N.B. 


Those Who Should 


Know 


The apologists for Russia and Communism should 


find food for thought in “‘Time’s” report on “Un- 
happy Warriors” in the November 12th issue. 


Russian officers and soldiers have been desert- 
ing in large numbers in Germany because even in 
war devestated Central Europe they have found 
freedoms and comforts they did not even know 
existed. One officer said, “I can’t face going home. 
Queues and endless work and bureaucratic tyr- 
rany. 


With all of its imperfections, the capitalistic 


system offers freedom, opportunities and _ privi- 


leges to the greatest number. At best, Communism 
denies that freedom of belief and action which 
make life really worth living. Those who have 
lived in it should know. —L.N.B. 


‘Indispensable’ Or 
‘Expendable’? 


Our thinking on the question of Leadership or 
Service leads into the question of whether a man 
is indispensable or expendable. If he he the Leader 
who is indispensable to the people then thousands 
may be sacrificed to keep his leadership beyond 
question. If he be a servant of his country or of 
his God he may be an expendable to be sacrificed 


for the good of the cause. 


Perhaps, right here is one key to the failure of 
the axis and the success of the allies. Italy had to 
expand in Greece and the Balkans. The waning 


prestige of Il Duce demanded a shot in the arm. 


Tojo had to sweep up the myriad islands of the 
Pacific to indicate his claims of imperial grandeur. 


The indispensable Leader of Italy thus gave Rus 


sia precious added weeks of preparation; and the 
indispensable Imperialist of Japan thus failed to 
strike Russia when she was vulnerable. On the 
other hand, the American staff gritted its teeth 
and continued to pour supplies into Russia though 
it meant treating Wainwright and his heroic band 
as expendables. The allies hammered at the mall 
point and won. Now we are trying to make it UW 


to Wainwright and the men of Bataan. 


Two years ago I attended the commissionilg 
of a class of Second Lieutenants at the Army Ir 
fantry School of Fort Benning. These men were 
not told: The United States has no hands, but 
your hands; and therefore it is commissioning Yo 
as officers. They were not told: You are 
dispensable and that therefore you must stay 7 


safe places and send out the non-coms to lead yuu 
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platoons. Rather they knew that out of a class of 
990 only 112 were graduating—that men were 
peing flunked up to the last day and sometimes 
up to the very hour they marched on the platform 
to get their commissions. They were told that the 
greatest honor that can come to an American is 
the honor of commanding American soldiers in 
combat, that they should lead their men and know 
whenever one fell a better man was ready to step 
into his place. How well they kept the faith is 
written in blood and brawn and battles fought 
and won not by indispensable leaders but by ex- 
pendable heroes. 


In the Church shall we represent Jehovah of 
Hosts as less sufficient, as more limited and 
and circumscribed than America? Shall we pre- 
sent the glory of God in Christ as worthy of less 
sacrifice on the part of His servants than the 
Stars and Stripes have received? Shall I say that 
I am an indispensable leader to the Church and 
that therefore I can compromise the truth of my 
Lord as much as I think needful to keep my po- 
sition of leadership? America can tell her officers 
that they are expendable—but God has no hands 
but my hands, so my prestige must be maintained 
at any cost! Brethren, such thinking is not Chris- 
tian. The ancient symbol of a Christian is an ox 
standing between a plow and an altar with an 
inscription: Ready for Either. When the Gestapo 
gave Niemoller the choice he declared: God has 
other wicks on which He can put His light. I am 
expendable, I can be sacrificed for Him. 


In the first century the leaders of the Jewish 
theocracy assumed that they were indispensable to 
the ongoing of God’s kingdom. Therefore Caia- 
phas expressly asserted that it was expedient for 
their good that Jesus be put to death lest the 
Romans come and take away from these indis- 
pensable leaders their positions. And Jesus ex- 
posed the same selfish thinking in His parable 
of the husbandmen who determined to kill the 
heir and take the vineyard for themselves. But 
God’s thoughts were not as man’s thoughts. The 
indispensable leaders of the Kingdom were brushed 
aside, Jerusalem was overthrown, the Temple de- 
stroyed, the theocracy crushed. The vineyard was 
given to other vinedressers. The indispensables 
were not indispensable to God. Rather God made 
Christ, the stone which the builders rejected as 
expendable, to be the head of the corner and the 
King under whose reign the banners of God have 
gone ever forward. —Wm.C.R. 


The Cancer Of 


Liberalism 
By Clarence Bouma* 


In every large denomination of our land the 
cancer of theological Liberalism has been eating 
away in recent decades. The supernaturalism of 
cripture is either attacked or silently under- 
mined. Usually the educational institutions form 
the spearhead of this undermining of the faith. 
any denominational colleges not only are con- 
trolled by the forces of theological] Liberalism, but 
are even honeycombed with the teaching propa- 
ganda of men who are essentially Naturalists and 
Humanists. The seminaries in most cases have 
either surrendered to this theological Liberalism 
or have compromised with the enemy by resorting 
. culpable silence or to mystifying ambiguity. 
le entire situation in these large bodies is com- 
blicated by the tremendous power which the 


permanent boards and their officers have upon 
the denomination. These men, for the sake of 
their program and the budgets, are interested in 
peace at any price and do not wish to rock the 
boat. Hence, when Liberalism creeps into the 
church and gradually gets its strangle hold upon 
the leadership and the influential institutions and 
agencies, they resort to silence. Don’t disturb the 
peace. It will hurt the exchequer. And so the 
leaders, both of the educational institutions and 
of the permanent boards of the church become, 
if not vocal, at least silent partners of the liberal 
forces that are gradually gaining the ascendency. 
In this way the pernicious situation obtains that 
the rank and file of the membership of a given 
denomination may not at all be liberal nor even 
desire, in many cases, to be indifferentist, yet 
the body as a whole through clever manipulation 
of the higher-ups is slipping from the only foun- 
— that has been laid for the Church of Jesus 
rist. 


The only salvation lies in breaking the silence 
which is so congenial to the liberal forces. Those 
who see the danger must speak out. The gradual 
undermining of the faith as revealed in the Word 
of God must be exposed. The policy of peace at 
any price must make way for the solemn calling 
to champion the truth at any cost. Thank God that 


there are still a few denominations which as a 


unit in their educational and organizational forces 
are true to the faith and are triumphantly out- 
spoken about that faith. But what is needed in the 
larger bodies is a spiritual revolt of the member- 
ship under the leadership of those who have not 
been bribed or compromised into that culpable 
silence which is the bane of large sectors of the 
so-called evangelical churches in America. The 
testimony for the supernatural gospel of the 
Seriptures with its God-centered approach and its 
divine Christ together with his vicarious atone- 
ment for sin on Calvary, must be heard again in 
clear terms and with genuine conviction from the 
pulpits of these historic bodies. 


This is the call of the hour in the historic de- 
nominations of our land! 


*The Calvin Forum November, 1945. 


This Pastor Exercised 
Faith And Won 


Four years ago, a minister was called to a 
church in a workingman’s community—a hard 
field—in which officials used all sorts of devices 
to raise money to pay the preacher’s salary and 
other expenses. Before the minister gave his 
answer, he required the leaders of the church to 
agree not to attempt to raise money through their 
usual devices including bazaars, sales, entertain- 
ments, and “stunts.’’ The leaders at first demur- 
red, then “by faith’ agreed to let the minister 
work out his ideas of teaching the members of the 
church to practice “tithing.’””? The minister accept- 
ed the call. Now the church is on a soul-winning 
basis; its budget is almost treble of what it was; a 
local radio program is used every Sunday to help 
in promoting the ministry of the church; mission- 
ary and other benevolences have been increased; 
joy reigns and Christ, the Savior and Lord, is 
being glorified. (Memo: Names of the church and 
pastor will be supplied to interested inquirers by 
Layman Tithing Foundation, 8 Dearborn Street, 
Chicago 3, IIl.) —Missionary Monthly. 
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The 


“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world 
re sinners; of whom I am the chief.” I Tim. 


The heart is a marvellous organ. It is regarded 
as the seat of life and strength. Moses wrote that 
“the life of the flesh is in the blood,” but the 
organ that is responsible for this life substance is 
the heart. 


The heart is a force pump, that by rhythmical 
contraction, keeps up the circulation of the blood. 
This pump in an adult is five inches long and 
three and one-half inches broad. In spite of its 
minuteness in size it performs a mammoth task 
of pumping five thousand gallons of blood every 
twenty-four hours. It is estimated that it expends 
the same amount of energy that would be re- 
quired to carry one hundred pounds of lead to the 
top of Pike’s Peak, a distance of 15,000 feet. This 
tiny organ began its operation even before birth. 
As long as we live it never takes a vacation. Even 
though we might live to reach the century mark, it 
loyally performs its duties. 


The heart, therefore, stands for that which is 
essential, whether in the human body, or system 
of thought, or in historical events. It symbolizes 
that which is central and fundamental. Our Christ- 
mas has its heart just as surely as your body. The 


heart of Christmas is just as essential to its life as _ 


your heart is to your physical existence. 


This luminous passage of Scripture gives us in 
one sentence the very heart of Christmas. It is 
both the heart of Christmas and the heart of the 
gospel. We must keep the heart of Christmas with 
all diligence for out of it proceed the issues of the 
Christian life. We need to be vigilant lest the 
heart of Christmas be obscured in all of our 
shopping and racing and wrapping and mailing 
and feasting. It is quite possible that after Ameri- 
ca has spent her usual six million dollars at Christ- 


mas time in celebration of the Christmas event, 


we shall miss the very heart of this high and 

holy day. It is imperative that the heart of Christ- 

mas become vital and vitalizing in our conscious- 

ness, if we are to appreciate its significance. We 

shall therefore proceed to analyze and appro- 

“pees the transcendent thoughts contained in this 
riptural gem. 


I 
A Pregnant Affirmation 


The grand affirmation of the Christian evangel 
is found here, “‘Christ Jesus came into the world.” 
It is expressed superbly-in the deathless and world- 
gripping announcement of the Christmas carol: 


“Joy to the world, the Lord is come, 
Let earth receive her king; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing.” 


The Old Testament writers looked forward to — 


the day when the virgin should conceive and bear 
a Son and His Name shall be called “Immanuel.” 
He was to be the God-man. In the fulness of time 
this day arrived. The Son of God assumed flesh 
and became man that He might bring us to God. 
The Christian affirms that Jesus Christ came out 


Heart Of Christmas 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


from God and was and is eternally in the bosom 
of God. This is the message of the New Tests. 
ment. It is the Christian doctrine of the Incay. 
nation proclaimed by the church of Christ through 
every century. 


It Appeals To Reason 


Our puny minds almost break down as they 
try to comprehend all that this affirmation im. 
plies. To believe that the Almighty God hag had 
with Him through all eternity Another, His Like 
and Equal and that He came out from God and 
dwelt among us is such a stupendous fact that 
we are lost in awe as we contemplate it. 


_ Although there are mysterious elements in this 
affirmation, it is not repugnant to reason. Asa 
matter of fact, the implications in this doctrine 
are most reasonable. It is so reasonable that we 
can cling to them with our whole _ intellectual 
strength, and as long as we clutch to this belief 
in the Incarnate Saviour it will save us from de 
spair. Robert Browning saw the relation of the In- 
carnation to reason and expressed it in his poem, 
“‘A Death In The Desert.’? He wrote: | 


“T say the acknowledgement of God in Christ, 
Accepted by reason, solves for thee all questions 
in the earth and out of it.” 


It Rests Upon A Rational Basis 


Far from being incredible or impossible the fact 
contained in this affirmation is as rational as any 
other part of the Christian faith. If we start with 
the conviction of a Personal God in our thinking, 
it is natural to believe that He should reveal Hin- 
self. The English scholar Illingsworth had this in 
mind when he wrote, ‘‘We can not conceive of 4 
Person freely creating persons except with the 
view to hold intercourse with them when created.” 
It is perfectly logical to believe as this Christian 
thinker has told us that “Communication is one 
of the essential functions of personality.” It 1s 
also reasonable to believe that if this Personal God 
is going to communicate Himself He will do so in 
a@ person spiritually akin to Himself. Now we 
admit that there is all the difference between 
God and man that there is between the infinite 
and the finite and yet we maintain the teaching 
of the Bible that God and man are essentially akin 


for “in the image of God created He him.” It is 


well-known fact that there is a kinship between 
man and God that exists between God and 
other of His creatures. The Bible teaches that God 
is a Spirit. It also teaches that man is a spit 
There is, therefore, an essential likeness betwee 
God and man and it is reasonable to believe thi 
God can fully express and reveal Himself in mal. 
A good theologian has reminded us that God cal 
show His power in the material universe, His 
wisdom in the field of history, but to show Hi 
love God had to reveal Himself in the person o 
man. 


It Appeals To Inborn Religious Sense 


God had prepared man’s mind to receive th 
stupendous fact of the incarnation in many Wa ; 
It is to be remembered that the Christian faith 
not the only one that has projected the ides © 
God manifesting Himself in flesh. Students 
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Comparative Religion have reminded us that pagan 
religions had an expectation of the incarnation. 
The Greeks had many a story to relate of the 
descent of the gods in the likeness of men to dwell 
for a brief space with mortals. Occasionally this 
fact has been used by shallow thinkers in criticism 
of the New Testament idea. It should rather be 
construed as a corroboration of the New Testa- 
ment affirmation. A fine thinker has reminded us 
that just as the instinct for God is universal so is 
the instinct for a human God well-nigh universal. 
He has also expressed the opinion that all these 
pagan myths that tell us of visitors from heaven 
are the result of the instinctive cravings of the 
human heart and foregleams and anticipations of 
what actually came to pass in Jesus Christ. This 
affirmation that God came and dwelt with man is 
therefore not contrary to reason. It is something 
the human heart has expected and hungered for 
centuries before Bethlehem. Phillips Brooks pos- 
sibly had this thought in mind when he wrote: 


“The hopes and fears of all the years, 
Are met in Thee tonight.” 


The Dominating Theme Of The 
New Testament 


This glorious affirmation is the dominating 
theme of the entire New Testament. The New 
Testament from beginning to end consistently 
teaches the fact that God has become flesh in 
Christ. Critics have tried to expunge this teaching 
from Christian theology by stating that it rests 
solely upon isolated texts. Dr. R. W. Dale has 
answered the critics in these devastating words, 
“Such texts are but like the sparkling crystals 
which appear on the sand after the tide has re- 
treated; these are not the strongest, though they 
may be the most apparent proof that the sea is 
salt; the salt is present in solution in every bucket 
of salt water and so the truth of our Lord’s deity 
ls present in solution, and whole passages of 
epistles from which not a single text could be 
quoted, explicitly declare it.’ | 


There has never lived a more logical thinker 
than the man who wrote this grand affirmation 
contained in my text. He was convinced in his 


mind as well as persuaded in his heart that the ~ 


pre-existent Christ came into this world and be- 
came the God-man. It is because of this that he 


worshipped Christ as Lord. It was because of this 


that he gave his passionate and whole-hearted love 


to Him. It was because of this that he attributed 


to Christ the prerogatives and attributes which 


could be attributed only to God. This fact is all 
the more impressive when we realize that St. Paul 
Was reared a strict Jew, had embraced the purest 
monotheism, and yet he did not think it contrary 
to reason or good theology to put Christ on an 
equality with God. 


II 
The Purpose Of His Advent 


no nete has been much unnecessary confusion in 
» minds of many people regarding the purpose 
1 the visit of Christ to our planet. Many have 


taken incidental truths and set them forth as being 
‘le essence ef the mission of His advent. For 


xample, there are some who tell us that He came 
set a noble example for the characters of men. 
E ial are others who state that He came to change 
on conditions. Many declare that He came to 
hounce the Fatherhood of God and the brother- 


. world to save sinners.”’ 
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hood of man. Still others maintain that He came 
primarily to establish the kingdom of God on 
earth. Now with this text in mind there is no 
reason for such an uncertainty to exist. 


His Advent Related To Sin 
On this Christmas day we need to realize that 


nothing is taught more clearly in the Bible—that 


Christ’s coming to earth was primarily because 
of the fact of sin. “Christ Jesus came into the 
His advent was directly 
related to His atonement. We must never forget 
that the mission of His coming was “to save 
sinners.”’ It was because men are sinners that He 
laid aside the glory of heaven and became the 
Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world. 
Our Saviour came into the world because we have 
broken God’s law and are unable to save our- 
selves. Since Christ came to this world to save 
sinners, He came to this earth primarily to die. 
He came to die to save men from hell. He came 
into this world to be “made sin Who knew no 
sin that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him.” He came to bear the penalty for 
our sin and to make it possible for our guilt to be 
cancelled. He came because there was no other 
possible way of salvation. St. Peter made this 
clear when he wrote: “Neither is there salvation 
in any other for there is none other name under 
a given among men whereby we must be 
saved. 


This teaching of St. Paul is in perfect harmony 
with the affirmation of Christ concerning His own 
mission. Many times He used the terms: “I came,”’ 
or “I was sent” or their equivalents. These are 


what Adolph Harneck has called His “program- 


matic”? sayings. When we gather these sayings to- 
gether, the inescapable conclusion is that our Lord 
taught that His central purpose was the mission 
of salvation, of salvation of the lost—love being 
the propulsive cause. Liberal as Harneck is, he is 
forced to admit this conclusion. As long as the 
gospel records remain and we can still read Christ’s 
solemn declaration, “For the Son of Man is come 
to seek and save that which was lost,’’ we need 
have no doubt about the meaning of His advent as 
we meditate upon it at this Christmas season. 


Ill 
A Trustworthy Affirmation 


What did St. Paul mean when he wrote, “This 
is a faithful saying’? This is one of his choice 
and favorite expressions. He used it five times in 
his letters. So far as I can recall, the expression 
is not used by any other Bible writer. If you will 
turn to a good lexicon you will find that the word 
‘faithful’? means something that has been tried 
and proven true. As such, St. Paul affirmed, “This 
is a faithful saying.” It has stood the test. It has 
passed through the fire and “come forth fair as 
the morning and powerful as an army with ban- 
ners. 


From the First Century to the present day the 
gospel has been subjected to violent assaults. Our 
generation has not been an exception in this re- ~ 
spect. Satan summoned all his armaments and 
deadly weapons upon the gospel right at the be- 
ginning. All that has transpired later has been 
merely a repetition in different words of the same 
old arguments. St. Paul won the victory with 


God’s aid. Christian apologetes have done likewise 
in succeeding generations. The gospel of Christ 
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has been proven to be true, reliable and fully 
trustworthy when subjected to all sorts of tests. 
Church History tells us that there have been 
four great battle grounds of the gospel. They are 
the inspired Bible, the holy manger, the uplifted 
cross and the empty tomb. The campaigns fought 
against these essentials of the gospel have swayed 
back and forth, but the true church of Christ 
under the administration of the Holy Spirit has 
protected them during the conflict. It would be 
interesting to take each one of these campaigns 
and relate the details of the battle but time does 
not permit. Suffice it to say that after a thou- 
sand generations of assaults the enemies die and 
are forgotten, but every Christmas brings back to 
our attention this trustworthy affirmation that 
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners. 


IV 
A Worthy Affirmation 


If you will go to your lexicon again, you will 
find that the word “worthy” means something 
that has worth in it. This is a worthy saying be- 
cause it is based on infinite worth. This worth may 
be observed in both the cost and the benefits of 
Christian salvation. The gospel is worth all it costs 
There are many things which are not worth what 
they cost and you go away dissatisfied. You feel 
you have been cheated. Here is one thing that 
is worth the price. And what a price! It cost 
God the Father the sacrifice of His only begotten 
Son. This sacrifice is immeasurable. It cost heaven 
the second Person of the adorable Trinity. It cost 
Christ Himself unspeakable humiliation. He gave 


up His glory which He enjoyed with the Father 


and was reduced to human form. How can we 
measure this? If an archangel had been reduced 
from his position of honor and glory to become 
a worm in the dust to crawl in the filth of this 
world, the humiliation would not be a millionth 
part of the humiliation of Christ. If the sun in its 
meridian glory should be reduced from its high 
position and this great luminary and ruler of the 
day become a mere ember upon. the ash-bank of 
this world, its dishonor could not be compared 
with the humiliation of our Lord. Our Lord 


humbled Himself and became obedient unto death — 


even the death of the cross. On Calvary He poured 

out His precious blood. What a price to pay for 

this sinful world! Fellow Christians, ‘“‘we are not 

redeemed with corruptible things, such as silver 

and gold,” but by “the Lamb of God without 

iy oo 7 without spot.” It is worthy. It is worth 
it cost. 


We may also see the worth of the gospel of re- 
demption in the benefits it offers. These benefits 
may be summed up in one word—the word sal- 
vation. This is the aim of Christianity. This is the 
reason why Christianity is highest importance 
to all men. It bestows life’s greatest benefit— 
salvation. Christianity is not like Emerson, of 
whom John Morley wrote, that he had “little to 
say of that horrid burden and impediment on the 
soul which the churches call sin, and which by 
whatever name we call it, is a very real catastro- 
- phe in the moral nature of man.’”’ Christianity 
recognizes that there is something seriously wrong 
with us and seeks to awaken in our consciences the 
fact that sin is the trouble. The aim of Christianity 
is to defeat sin and to restore harmony into our 
discordant lives by bringing us into the state of 
reconciliation with God. The preeminent benefit 
of Christianity is that it gives us the answer to 


the question, “What must I do to be savegm 
Nature does not give us this information. Human 
nature is silent on the subject. Christianity ;; 
vocal. It provides us with the real answer. Let ys 
shout from the house tops at this Christmas seagoy 
that Christianity is fundamentally a religion of 
the recovery of sinners. Christ came to recovye 
and restore sinners who were lost. He came ty 
rescue us from all the forces which blight oy 
prospects and deprive us of our highest welfare 
Each year at the Christmas season this great truth 
must be reinforced. Christmas repeats this eterna] 
truth that God has intervened for our salvation 
and because of His intervntion there is hope of 
escape by our implicit reliance upon Christ and 


what He has done for us. 


When the memory of John Newton was nearly 
gone, he said there were many things he had fpr. 
gotten but he still remembered two significant 
things. First, he was a great sinner. Second, Jesus 
Christ was a great Saviour. These two things were 
indelibly impressed upon the consciousness of St, 
Paul. At this Christmas season we need them 
burned afresh into our heart of hearts. 


“O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today.” 


Prayer 


Our Heavenly Father, show us once more the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was rich, 
yet for our sakes became poor, that we through 
His poverty might be rich. We pray for all who 
do not know the true meaning of Christmas that 
the eyes of their understanding may be opened to 


behold Him Who is the fairest among ten thov- 


sand and the One Who is altogether lovely. Give 
us who have heard the story of the Eternal Christ 


 sinee. infancy an expanding grasp of the truths 


embedded in this old story. May this glorious 
gospel warm our hearts and sweeten our disp 
sitions. Help us to join with the company of the 
wise men and say in sincerity and earnestness in 
our hearts: ‘‘We have seen His star in the East 
and are come to worship Him.” We humbly offer 
these petitions in the name of Christ our Re 
deemer. Amen. 


= 


Wings For The Soul 


God's Christmas Tree 


I think that I should like to see 
For all the world one Christmas tree: 


A tree for all, free or oppressed, _ ; 
Whom Christ would draw against His breast; 


A tree of love for every day, 
Where little children come to play; 


A tree that may forever wear 
The star of peace in her dark hair; 


Upon whose branches gifts are lain 
That Jesus offers with His reign; 


Then could all children sing with me 
Of “peace on earth” beneath God’s tree. 


—Author Unknow! 
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Union Or The Old Fashioned Religion? 


By Mark K. Poole, M.D., F.A.C.S.* 


Jt is with much interest and concern that a 
number of missionaries of our Southern Presby- 
terian Church (U.S.) in Congo Belge have ob- 


served the growing activity in our church which is _ 


directed toward union of our Southern Church 
(U.S.) with the Northern Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). At the same time, we have had the un- 
usual opportunity of seeing the practical results 
of the union which has already taken place be- 
tween the Southern Methodist and Northern 
Methodist church from the standpoint of mission- 
ary endeavor. This has been a vivid object lesson 
to many. Though I speak only for myself, I believe 
that a large number among the missionaries share 
my opinion—namely, that the union has been 
detrimental to the Missionary work of the former 
Southern Methodist Church. While I do not care 
to dwell further on this phase, any interested per- 
son will do well to talk with various members of 


the former Southern Methodist church who have | 


had experience on the mission field. The feeling 
in regard to the question of union in our own 
church was such several years ago that our Congo 
Mission took official action and went on record 
as being opposed to the contemplated union. The 
record of this action was sent to our Exec. Comm. 
for Foreign Missions for transmission to the proper 
church authorities. This was done. . 


The questions are asked: ‘‘Why are you opposed 
to this union? Don’t you believe in Christian co- 
operation? Couldn’t we all do more and have more 
influence working together as one body? Don’t 
you believe in tolerance?’”’ As stated above, I 
speak only for myself but rest assured that I am 
not alone in my opinion. I shall endeavor to answer 
the above questions and thus clarify the atmos- 
phere, somewhat. To begin with, I do believe in 
Christian Cooperation and we have a_ splendid 
example of this in case of our Congo Protestant 
Council. In this Council, the various Protestant 
Missions pool their knowledge of missionary prob- 
lems and are mutually helpful to one another and 
to the work of Protestant Missions in general. 
However, the success of this organization has been 
due in no smal] measure to the fact that a true 
Evangelical Christian, Rev. Bert Coxill, has been 
the General Secretary. This type of cooperation 
as been successful in this instance and each indi- 
vidual mission is organically separate. What chaos 
would result if we were to attempt organic union 
between these various missions. 


Now, let us ask just why we should not unite 
with our sister church and organically become one 
church? Why should not a Christian marry a non- 
Christian? Read the Bible. It is common knowl- 


edge that more than 1,200 pastors of the North- 


ern Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) signed the 


“Auburn Affirmation” which to the best of my 
knowledge has never been retracted. What was 


this “Auburn Affirmation”? To be brief, the af- 
firmation among other things stipulated that one 


could place his own interpretation on such matters 


as: The Virgin Birth; the Vicarious atonement; 


‘the Bodily resurrection; the Second Coming of 


Christ; and the Inspiration of the Scriptures. In 


other words, the seal of approval is placed on one 


who may deny the fact that the whole Bible from 


yenesis through the Revelation is the Inspired 
ord of God. The Fundamental Fact.of the Virgin 


WwW 


Birth itself may be questioned by one and that 
one stand approved. The Second Coming of Christ 
as described in Acts 1:11 and in many other 
places in Scripture may be questioned and re- 
jected if one so desires. The Bodily Resurrection 
may be accepted or rejected. The Vicarious Atone- 
ment can be interpreted as one sees fit. Any actual 
historical fact recorded in the Bible may be 
“spiritualized’”’ away with impunity. In fact, since 
one is allowed to decide for himself what por- 
tions of Scripture are Inspired, anything can be 
accepted or rejected. In other words, the Con- 
fessional Standard of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.) is not accepted as written. Let us 
think long and hard before we join forces with 
such a group. Let us not be guilty of Using the 
Word of God deceitfully. 


Despite all of the above, we are hearing more 
and more about the advantages of union and more 
and more of our young Seminary Graduates are 
apparently in favor of this union. It appears that 
many are being indoctrinated with the idea. Soon- 
er or later, if the present trend continues, union 
is likely to occur and a Spiritual tragedy will have 
occured within our Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Many pastors in this country will no doubt with- 
draw as many of the finest have already with- 
drawn from the Northern Presbyterian Church. 
But what of our Missionary work in Congo and in 
other parts of the world? The mission fields would 
then be under control] of the combined church and 
all property would be owned by the combined 
church. Since we are greatly in the minority, this 
means the present Northern Church would in fact 
control the work. What of the great and solemn 
responsibility which we have as a church for those 
people under our care in different parts of the 
world? It is our responsibility to preach the True 
Gospel—the Inspired Word of God—to those peo- 
ple. Before many years, should union take place, 
missionaries will no doubt be appointed to the 
various fields who will prove to be “Liberals’— 
‘‘Modernists’”—and a false doctrine’ will be 
preached rather than the Word of God. Many of 
the converts in the foreign field are children and 
will thus be led astray. Let us remember this re- 
sponsibility of ours and let us not offend these 
jittle ones who believe, as well as the others, with 
false doctrine. 


We have in our Southern Church an Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions which is second 
to none. What kind will we have if union takes 
place? It is not good to think of but we should 
think of it before it is too late. To illustrate my 
point, a close personal friend of mine applied to 
the Northern Presbyterian Board for appointment 
as a missionary. He informed me that he was ac- 
ceptable without even having been asked what he 
believed. The Board had no idea as to his personal 
beliefs and apparently did not care. owever, 
since he was an Evangelica] Christian, he refused 
to accept an appointment under a Board which 
cared so little about what a new misslonary pros- 
pect believed. 


Certainly, there are sound Christian ministers 
in the Northern Presbyterian Church but it would 
appear that they are in the minority among those 

mho control the policy of the church and in many 
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instances are staying in to fight modernism. It 
is equally true that there are liberals within our 
own church—even in our Seminaries—but let us 
hope that they are still in the minority. 


Our duty is clear. Let us stand firm on the 
Bible as the Inspired Word of God. The “Old 
Fashioned Religion” is still good enough and al- 
ways will be. Let us not compromise with evil and 
so please the devil. Let us not seek mere ecclesi- 
astical power in numbers. Let us purify our own 
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Whence Our Moderators? 


Church and let us have Faith that God will bless 
My in our Work—His Work—if we remain true ty 
im. 


*Dr Poole is an A.B. graduate of the University 
of Texas (Phi Beta Kappa); M.D. Degree Johns 
Hopkins Medical School; Fellow of American Col. 
lege of Surgeons; Appointed Missionary of Pres. 
byterian Church U.S., for work in Congo 1936. 
Ruling Elder, First Presbyterian Church, Bay 
City, Tex. 
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By Henry W. McLaughlin, D.D.* 


Our Presbyterian Assembly, U. S. has had 
eighty-four Moderators. Not more than one or two 
of them were born and reared in a church of over 
500 members, located in a large city. 


Below is a brief sketch of sixteen Moderators 
who have served from 1930 to 1946. : 


Dr. Thomas K. Young, our present Moderator, 
when a lad was brought to Christ and into the 
membership of the Presbyterian Church in the 
mining village chapel at Prince, W. Va. The little 
chapel was known as Royal Church, which was dis- 
solved after the mines were worked out. If it had 
not been for the influence of a Christian mother 
and a Presbyterian Church in a little mining vil- 
lage, what an agitator and rabble-rouser Tom 
Young might have become! 


Dr. Charles L. King was reared on a farm in 
Georgia. He was brought to Christ and grew up 
in an open country church. 


Dr. Donald W. Richardson grew to manhood in 
a country community in South Carolina. He joined 
a small rural church in which his father was an 
elder. This church was afterwards dissolved. 


Honorable Charles G. Rose was city born and 
reared. His father was a lawyer in Fayetteville, N. 
C. The population of Fayetteville as reported in 
the 1890 census was 4,222. Mr. Rose is a lineal 
descendent of Rev. Hugh McAden, a pioneer Pres- 
byterian preacher in Virginia and South Carolina. 


Dr. Charles E. Diehl was born in Charles Town, 
W. Va., a rural town of less than 2,500 population 
at that time. Dr. Diehl’s connections, however, 
have been mainly urban. 


Dr. Frank C. Brown was born and reared in 
Lewisburg, W. Va., a country town which the fed- 
eral census reported to have a population of 803 
in 1910. He was brought up in the Old Stone 
Church which for many years has maintained a 
number of outpost Sunday schools in the sur- 
rounding country communities. 


Dr. Edward Mack was born in Charleston, S. C. 
When he was about three years of age, his father, 
the Rev. J. B. Mack, became pastor of Rocky 
River group of open country churches in Concord 
Presbytery, N. C. He was afterwards pastor of the 
church at Fort Mill, S. C., a town of about 1,000 
people at that time. Also, Dr. Edward Mack’s 
father was for three years pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church at Columbia, S. C. 


Judge Willis M. Everett was born in Randolph, 
located in Cattarauqus, a rural county in New 
York. The census shows that in 1910 Randolph vil. 
lage reported a population of 1,298. 


Dr. D. Clay Lilly was born in a rural community 
in Kentucky. He was brought to Christ and into 
Presbyterian Church membership through the evan- 
gelistic efforts of Dr. E. O. Guerrant. Dr. Guer-. 


rant resigned the pastorate of First Presbyterian 


Church at Louisville, Kentucky, to accept the 
pastorate of a group of open country churches 
because he felt he could accomplish greater good 
in a field of this kind. He gave much time to rural 
evangelism. Not only Dr. Lilly, but a number of 
other men who became ministers were brought 
to Christ and into the Presbyterian Church. 


Dr. P. Frank Price was born in Richmond, Va., 
while his father was pastor of the Third Presby- 
terian Church. When Dr. Price was five years of 
age, his father, Dr. Philip B. Price, became pastor 
of High Bridge, an open country church in Mont- 
gomery Presbytery. He continued to serve country 
churches in this Presbytery for thirty years. So 
Dr. Price was city born, but country reared. 


Dr. Henry H. Sweets grew up in Elizabethtown, 
Kentucky, and joined the village church. In 1910 
the census shows that Elizabethtown had a popv- 
lation of 1,907. In 1893 the Presbyterian Church 
which Dr. Sweets joined at Elizabethtown had 4 
membership of less than 200. 


Judge Samuel Hale Sibley was born and reared 
in Union Point, Georgia. In 1893 he was county 
judge. At that time the church of which he was 
a member had only 76 members. The population 
of Union Point in 1920 was 1,126. 


Dr. Ernest Thompson was born in Bartow, Jef- 
ferson County, Georgia. Bartow was reported I 
1910 to have a population of 364. Dr. Thompson’ 
father spent most of his ministry serving home 
mission and country churches. 


Dr. William Crowe was born at Paint Lick, Ker 
tucky, where his father was pastor of a coun 
church from 1867 to 1883. He continued to — 
country fields in Transylvania Presbytery ¥ 
the time of his death in 1900. 


Honorable R. A. Dunn was born in Sulphut 


Springs, Benton County, Arkansas. The censt 
shows in 1930 that Sulphur Springs had 2 por” 
Day,” Thanksgiving to Christmas. | , 
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Dr. Thomas W. Currie was born and reared on 
a farm in Texas. He was brought to Christ and 
into the membership of a rural church. 


All but two of the sixteen Moderators listed 
above were either country born or country reared, 
and the two exceptions were from towns of less 
than 5,000 population at the time of their birth 
and childhood. Many Moderators before 1930 were 
products of country churches. Notably among 
these are Dr. G. B. Strickler and Dr. Walter L. 
Lingle. Dr. Strickler was from Rockbridge Coun- 
ty, Virginia, where he grew up in Bethesda, an 
open country church. Dr. Lingle was reared on a 
farm, and was a member of Thyatira, an open 
country church in Concord Presbytery, N. C. If it 
were not for the home mission and _ country 
churches, where would we get our Moderators? 


We trust that the readers of our church papers 
will take time to study carefully the statements 
which have been made in our religious journals 
with reference to the proposed establishment and 
endowment of a Chair in each one of our four 
theological seminaries to give specialized training 
for country ministers and home missionaries in 
conjunction with evangelism and field supervision. 
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The greatest need that the country church has 
today is a qualified, properly trained and satisfied 
pastor. It must look to the theological seminary 
to provide ministers trained for that task. 


Many of our greatest leaders in the large city 
churches, both ministers and laymen, are_ the 
products of the country church. They may wish 
to remember what Boswell said to Johnson: “De- 
spise not the ladder by which you climbed.” How 
can they despise and forget? 3 


From over the hills of yesterday come happy 
and precious memories of childhood and youth that 
cluster about the country or village churches. 
They are the best character factories the world 
has known. If they are led by properly trained 
pastors, they will bless the boys and girls of today, 
and continue to bring a benediction to multitudes 
of rural youth yet unborn. So may all our great, 
rural-born leaders become helpers to provide the 
the $400,000.00 necessary to endow a Chair in 
each of our four theological seminaries. 


*Director of Country Church and Sunday School 
Extension, Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, Richmond, Va. 


— 


Defense Service 


We feel that our readers will be interested in 
the work which is being done by our Defense Ser- 
vice Council in helping our returning chaplains to 
get relocated as soon as possible. These letters 
speak for themselves and for that reason we are 
publishing them in full, together with other infor- 
mation furnished us by Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell, 
D.D., Director. 


DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL 
Presbyterian Church In The United States 
Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell, D.D., Director 
410 Atlantic Life Building 
Richmond, Va. 


| August 29, 1945. 
To Commissions on the Minister and 
His Work, and Church Agencies. 


Dear Sirs: 


The Defense Service Council was “instructed” 
by the General Assembly “to formulate plans for 
the demobilization, and assist in relocating chap- 
lains in the pastorate by providing information to 


-eeeagaan and responsible agencies and Commis- 
2 


_The plans of the Government for demobiliza- 
tion indicate that a considerable number of chap- 
lains will be released during the next twelve 
months. The Council desires to assist in every pos- 
sible way in relocating our ministers now serving 
In the Army and Navy. It will require the fullest 
Co-operation of all commissions and agencies to 
Place the 284 chaplains. The Assembly Minutes 
show 698 vacant churches, and 909 with Stated or 
deaeerety Supplies. The Council desires to secure 
efinite information from every Presbytery. How 
many fields are open in your Presbytery? This 
ween applies to both self-supporting and Home 
lssion Churches. Perhaps there are Churches with 


Temporary Supplies that would like have re 


Council News 


It would be well to confer with your Presbytery’s 
and Synod’s Home Mission Committees relative to 
use of Home Mission Emergency or other funds, 
in placing chaplains in strategic fields. These min- 
isters are needed, and the Church must provide 
opportunities for these chaplains who have served 
so faithfully with the Armed Forces. With few ex- 
ceptions our chaplains state they desire to re-enter 
the civilian ministry. The Council will keep the 
Church informed about the release of chaplains, 
and be glad to furnish information about these 
ministers. 


Please let me know at the earliest possible date 
the number that can be relocated in your Presby- 
tery. The chaplains will be reassured to know that 
provision is being made for their return. When 
sufficient data is in hand the Council will write 
the chaplains. 


Your co-operation in this important matter will 
be greatly appreciated. 


Sincerely yours, : 
Dan. T. Caldwell, Director. 
September 11, 1945. 


DTC:1d 


The Council is anxious to assist you in re- 
locating when you are released from the service. 
A communication has been sent to the Commis- 
sions on the Minister and His Work in all Presby- 
teries to ascertain the number of vacant fields, 
also to the church agencies. Replies have already 
come from_ several Presbyteries listing vacant 
fields. The Foreign Missions Committee is anxious 
to secure a number of you chaplains. A e-num- 
ber of inquiries have come from local churches 


seeking pastors, and who want to know when you 
will be available. 


Chaplain: 


Dear 
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According to reports from Washington many of 
you will be released during the coming months. 
When you have information about your discharge, 
or when you anticipate getting out, please write 
me, because I want to aid you and the churches. 


The Council will assist the chaplains who need 
aid in taking refresher courses. A blanket appro- 
priation will not be made, but assistance will be 
given to those with special needs, i.e. a man with 
a large family. 


About 150 chaplains have returned the ques- 
tionnaire relative to post-war plans sent out last 
spring. I will be glad to hear from all chaplains on 
this matter. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the Manual for 
Men and Missions Sunday. There was a wide ob- 


servance of this day last year. 
Please remember the Council stands ready to 


serve you. 


Sincerely yours, 
Dan. T. Caldwell, Director. 


Chaplains Released Or To Be Released 
In The Immediate Future 


Listed by name, Presbytery, and approximate 
time to be released from service. 


——s William M., Arkansas, possibly January, 


Adams, P. Cary, Birmingham, released October 
Alexander, ‘Eugene, Fayetteville, November, 1945. 
—_—_ William P., III., Enoree, November, 
Bear, Henry H., Potomac, possibly in November, 


1 
Bennett, John S., Albemarle, November, 1945. 
Bittinger, John B., Nashville, November 10, 1945. 
Bobb, Paul F., Dallas, December 15, 1945. 
Brannon, Robert B., Mid-Texas, December, 1945. 
Brown, “err Bert, Western Texas, released Oc- 
tober 9, 1945. 
Carroll, Robert E., Potosi, possibly in November, 


Clarke, Eugene H., Orange, released October, 


Craven, Gus J., St. Louis, possibly in November, 
Crofoot, George W., Western Texas, October, 


Crowell, John M., East Alabama, April, 1946, or 
Curry, Matlin B., Bluestone, possibly in November, 
Eugene Atlanta, released October 1, 
a C. D., Concord, possibly in November, 


W., Jr., Kings Mountain, Decem- 

er, 

DuBose, Clyde H., Winston-Salem, possibly in No- 
vember, 1945. 

Edgar, Western Texas, released Septem- 
er 

Fletcher, Luther D., East Hanover, released Oc- 
tober 30, 1945. 

Fulton, James W., Jr., Harmony, possibly in Oc- 
tober, 1945. 

Goshorn, Donald H., West Hanover, released Oc- 
tober 27, 1945. 

Hogshead, ‘John W., Winchester, in 
vember, 1945. 
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William B., North Alabama, November, 


Hooker, William B., Central Mississippi, 
October 15, 1948. 
ae John K., Pee Dee, released October 18, 
Lacy, Graham G., Louisville, April 15, 1946. 
a Cecil B., Atlanta, released October 15, 
— G., El Paso, possibly in November, 


Love, Murray E., St. Johns, December, 1945. 
— John R., III., Pee Dee, November 15, 
McLean, John L., West Hanover, January 1, 1946, 
oe John W., Savannah, released September 
McSween, Allen C., Kings Mountain, released Oc. 
tober 3, 1945. 

Makin, T. H., Cherokee, November 15, 1945. 
Mayes, Francis B., Charleston, possibly in Noven:- 
ber, 1945. 

ere John W., Cherokee, released October 7, 


Merrin, James F., Savannah, December, 1945. 

Oakey, Rufus W., Augusta, November, 1945. 

Jesse Stuart, Western Texas, Novembrr, 

Pfrangle, Robert A., Lexington-Ebenezer, Decem- 
ber 15, 19465. 

Poole, Robert H., Wilmington, November, 1945. 
Phillips, Everett H., East Alabama, released Oc- 
tober 13, 1945. | 

Potter, Richard R., Atlanta, November, 1945. 
flay, Archie C., St. Johns, released September 28, 


1945. 
E., Jr., Norfolk, released October 
Reaves, L., Mecklenburg, released October 
Reed, J ohn T., Red River, released October 14, 


Reid, Milton P., Holston, released October 9, 1945. 

Rose, _ Lacy, Wilmington, released October 29, 

Kennedy, Leland M., Enoree, January, 1946. 

Campbell, Edward S., Jr., Knoxville, released No- 
vember 3, 19485. 

Doggett, Marshall W., Jr., Western Texas, possibly 
in January, 1946. 

Gregg. A. M., Charleston, released November 3, 


‘Brown, Joe M., Brazos, November, 1945. 
ee Kenneth L., Cherokee, released October 
Richards, John E., Meridian, released October 21, 


194 
Rhea, John I., Holston, ne, 15, 1946. 
Rohre, Stuart McC., Western Texas, possibly in 
November or December, 1945. 
hee Charley B., Red River, released October 


7 5. 
Ruhmann, Albert E., Brazos, possibly in November 
or December, 1945. 
Smith, Cothran G., Orange, December 1, 1945. 
Smith, John Murphy, East Hanover, rel Ote 
tober 6, 1945. 
"John E., North Alabama, N ovemnbe 
Summers, A. C., North Alabama, released Septet 
ber 24, 
Walthall, David B., Lexington, possibly in Nover 
ber, 1945. 
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Wickersham, R. G., Charleston, December 15, 


1945. 3 
Wiley, Samuel S., Orange, November, 1945. 
Williford, Archie B., Bluestone, released October 

3, 1945. 

Whitaker, Alex. W., Jr., Memphis, released Oc- 

tober 10, 1945 


Woodson, Marshall S., St. Johns, released Septem-. 


ber, 1945. 
Worth, Charles W., Wilmington, October, 19465. 
Edwards, Charles E., Associate Reformed Presby- 
-terian Church, December, 1945. 


The addresses of the chaplains listed above, to- 
gether with information about them and their 
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work, will be sent on request. Addresses are 
changed rapidly and we will give you their latest 
addresses on request. 


The following chaplains have already accepted 
work: Chaplain William H. McCorkle, Chaplain 
Joseph G. Morrison, Chaplain Watt. M. Cooper, 
and Chaplain George L. Riddle. 


Chaplain William McIlwaine Thompson is going 
to do a year of graduate study. 


Defense Service Council, Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, Dan. T. Caldwell, Director, 
410 Atlantic Life Building, Richmond 19, Va. 


Extracts From ‘Early Days At Nacoochee’ 


By Rev. Joel T. Wade 


In the early fall of 1901 Rev. D. J. Blackwell 
came into the mountains of Northeast Georgia to 
take charge of two strugling mission stations, 
Dahlonega and Nacoochee. On one of his bi- 
monthly trips to Nacoochee, after preaching at 
the morning hour, he was invited to dine with 
that great hearted scotchman, John Martin. Mr. 
J. R. Lumbsden, a man of public spirit, and one 
of nature’s noblemen, who had been so intimately 
connected with Nacoochee’s history, having been 
a member of the Board of Trustees from the be- 


ginning, was also a guest on this occasion. After 
a bountiful dinner their conversation turned on . 


things that would be of lasting benefit to the 
mountain folk. They soon were agreed that this 
would come through a well conducted Christian 
school. At this juncture, Mr. Lumbsden, himself 
a Methodist, made the occasion interesting by 
saying: “If you Presbyterians will establish a 
school here we will give you our building and the 
four acres of land connected with it and turn 
over the property to the Presbyterians.” 


Shortly after this conversation took place Mr. 
Blackwell was informed that the trustees were 
ready to make good Mr. Lumbsden’s promise. With 
great glee he took this offer to the spring meet- 
ing of Athens Presbytery. Presbytery appointed 
Mr. Blackwell, Col. H. H. Dean and Col. Robert 
MeMillan to look into all questions pertaining 
to the proposition, and report to the next meeting 
of Presbytery. 


Committee did as instructed, made a favorable 
report, Presbytery, at the fall meeting adopted 
the report, appointed a Board of Trustees to re- 
celve the same, and authorized the Board to elect 
4 suitable corps of teachers, and start the school. 
hose appointed on the Board at this time were: 
D. J. Blackwell, H. H. Dean, John Martin, J. R. 
Lumbsden and Robert McMillan. At a subsequent 
meeting the original Board was strengthened by 
adding the following: Rev. J. D. Walden, D. D., 
J. M. Hodgson, John J. Eagan and C. W. Oakes. 


I was at this time serving a pastorate at Easley 
and Pickens, S. C. In October I was greatly sur- 
oe by receiving a letter from Rev. S. L. Morris, 
a telling me of this proposed school, and that 

4 would recommend me for president of the 
school, and asked if I would accept. After visiting 


the field I made a favorable report. The Board of 


Trustees held its first meeting in the office of 
Col. Dean in Gainsville. 


At this meeting I was elected to take charge of 
the school, and was granted the privilege of se- 
lecting my own help. The name given the school 
was “‘Nacoochee Institute.”’ The first session began 
Nov. 2, 1903, with Miss Minnie Asbury, of Clarks- 
ville as my assistant. The land property was soon 
increased from 4 to 26 acres. 


In addition to Mr. Blackwell’s duties as a laborer 
in this mission field, he enthusiastically set him- 
self to the task of raising funds for carrying on 
the work of this new mountain school. Dr. Morris 
soon found him a friend in the late John J. Eagan, 
who made the liberal offer of matching every 
dolar he might raise from outside sources. Gov. 
Hoke Smith was a regular contributor. 


Knowing the popularity of the mountain schools 
in North Carolina, and how liberally they cared 
for them, we believed that the people of Georgia 
would count it a real privilege to look after the 
interest of this one mountain school. But Geor- 
gia’s attitude was rather disappointing, and we 
found it a difficult proposition to meet all obli- 
gations. The equipment at the time we took over 
the school was meager. It consisted of one two 
story wooden building, 35 by 70 feet, with only 
the lower room finished, and this without par- 
titions. This large room had only one box stove 
for heat. As soon as practicable a partition was put 
in, and we ordered another large stove, and two 
large drums, which added very much to our com- 
fort. With this meager equipment, Miss Minnie 
Asbury, of Clarksville, who was eminently faith- 
ful and efficient, and I began the school. Even 
the first year, however, the results were en- 
couraging and 60 pupils were enrolled. 


During the summer of 1904 the upper room 
was made into 5 rooms, a music and a practice 
room, and three recitation rooms, and arranged 
for their heating. The teaching force the second 
year consisted of Miss Anna Landis of Oxford, N. 
C., Miss Ethie J. Vickery, of Mississippi, Mrs. 
Wade and myself. These fine women remained 
with us three years. An encouraging number of 
pupils came in from a distance this year, and the 
results were quite encouraging. 


During the summer of 1905 a three story front 
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was added to the building furnishing room for fuel 
in basement, Book room on first floor, and two 
recitation rooms above. This added much to the 
appearance of the building, also served a great 
need. The attendance was greatly increased at this 
fall term, and the faculty was much strengthened 
by the addition two very fine women: Miss Susie 
Fox, of Wytheville, Va., who took charge of the 
business course, and Miss Olivia B. Cheatham, of 
Oxford, N. C., who presided over the Art de- 
partment. This was, in every respect a good year, 
save a too slight attendance upon the business 
course, and ‘this department was discontinued 
after this year. 


During the first Summer after the school was 
established Dr. J. Y. Fair, pastor of the Inde- 
pendent Church of Savannah, Ga. made a visit 
in Nacoochee Valley, and he became so interested 
in Nacoochee Institute that, on returning home, 
he recommended to the trustees of the Telfair 


funds the wisdom of helping this infant school. - 


Several small checks, and one to the amount of 
$150, which caused much rejoicing among all 
concerned. At a meeting of the Board in Cornelia 
Mr. Blackwell reported that a dormitory was a 
necessity. The Board reported that they had 
no money, but they became so convinced of its 
absolute need, in order to take care of the con- 
tinued increase of pupils, that they mortgaged all 
school property, and a dormitory of 29 rooms 
was erected on a most beautiful eminence over- 
looking the valleys of Sautee and Nacoochee. W. 
I. Stovall took the contract for erecting the 
building, at a cost of $6,000.00. This dormitory 
was filled, and many of the young men found 
lodging with private families. During this winter, 
as the result of overtaxing Mrs. Wade’s strength, 
her health. gave way, and Miss Bessie Carmichael, 
of Alabama, a very fine young woman, was en- 
gaged to take Mrs. Wades place, in the Primary 
department. In the teaching force for the year 
1907-1908 several changes took place. Miss Landis 
and Miss Vickery, who had been with us three 
years, and had proven themselves so eminently 
satisfactory in their separate departments, did not 
return; also while she had not been with us so 
long, Miss Cheatham’s absence from the faculty 
was greatly regretted. However God was good 
to us, and manifestly helped us in selecting the 
faculty for this year. They are as follows: 


Joel T. Wade, A.B., B.D., President. (Central 
ae Ky.), Union Seminary, Va., Bible and 
reek. 


J. D. Mephail (Alabama Military Institute, 
LaFayette College, Southwestern University), 
Higher Mathematics and Science. 


Miss Ethel Morrison (Synodical College, Ful- 
ton, Mo., Westminster College), Latin and French. 


Miss Bessie Carmichael (State Normal College, 
Florence, Ala.), Intermediate Department. 


Miss Isabelle Sadler (Blackshear Institute, Ga., 
Statesville College, Statesville, N. C.), Elocution 
and Physical Culture. 


Miss Fannie J. Rodgers (Staunton Female Col- 
lege, Staunton, Va., Rowland Park School, Balti- 
more, Md.), Primary Department. . 


Virginia Burnley (Rawlings Institute, 


Miss 
Charlottesville, Va.), Music. 
Miss A. Laura Blackshear (Cooper Union, The 


Art Students League of N.Y., N.Y. School of Ar 
Department. 


During the first year of Nacoochee’s history we 
enrolled 60 pupils, 160 the fifth year, wit, 
patronage from six states. a 


Owing to the continuous strain, serving in the 
capacity of preacher and _ teacher, as well as 
burdened so largely with the business ends of the 
school, my reserve force gave way two months 
before the close of the school, which resulted ip 
my resignation at the meeting of the Board dvr. 
ing Commencement. The Board accepted my resig. 
nation, granting my family the privileges of. the 
school and dormitory, for an unlimited time, free 
of charge. 


There were 6 graduates in the first graduating 
class, and some of them are filling quite re. 
sponsible positions, and all who: know them de. 
light to honor them. 

Their names are as follows: John Franklin, 
Robert Lumbsden, Flora Stovall, Hattie Oakes, 
Minnie Turk, Nonah Glenn. My wife and I have 
recently visited this community, and we were 
thrilled as we mingled with those we had formerly 
known and loved so well, it rejoiced our hearts 
to hear from those wonderful boys and girls, 
and be told that we had so much to do in shaping 
their lives. 


At the invitation of friends we accepted the 
coveted privilege of preaching in the beautiful 
little church where I had preached in former 
years, and visited the resting place of Dr. J. XK. 
Coit who, after Prof. John R. Long, succeeded me 
in the work at this place. He is lovingly remen- 
bered. for his long and devoted service as head 
of this school. 


We also visited the Rabun Gap Nacoochee School 
Rabun Gap, Ga. While there we were entertained 
by Dr. and Mrs. Bellingrath, and Dr. Bellingrath 
drove us over the whole property of 1800 acres, 
and everything was fine. | 


Wings F or The Soul 


‘The Christmas Star _ 


Stars over Bethlehem, 
What have you seen? 

The old Tomb of Rachel, _ 
Where Ruth came to glean. 


Stars over Bethlehem, 
What have you known? 

The Shepherd-boy David, 
‘Who ruled on the throne. 


Stars over Bethlehem, 
What have you heard? 
The singing of angels, | 
Proclaiming God’s Word! 


* * 


Star over Bethlehem, 
Shining to-night 
Over our race, 
In its tragical plight. 


Star, in whose light, 
_“Lie the ages impearled,”’ 
Give us to Him 


Who alone lights the world. cod 
—Selected. 
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SAVE THE COUNTRY CHURCHES 


1. Save the Country Churches—because they serve the spiritual needs of the people of rural 
communities, and because these communities determine the future character of America. 

2. Save the Country Churches—because they are fountains of church life. If the springs cease to 
flow, the rivers dry up. 

3. Save the Country Churches—because there are so many of them. Country and Home Mission 
Churches constitute about 80 percent of the total in our denomination. 

4, Save the Country Churches—for in many instances they are the only agencies left to serve the 
needs be people. The schools have been consolidated and other organizations are town and city- 
centered. 

5. Save the Country Churches—because they serve a constituency consisting largely of children 
and young people. One country pastor writes: “In one of my outposts there are two families which 
have 16 children each.’’ 

6. Save the Country Churches—because they have an opportunity to reach and bring to Christ 
the youth of great potentiality. 

7, Save the Country Churches—because they are the sources from which we get most of our 
leaders. With few exceptions, the Moderators of our General Assembly came from Country and 
Home Mission Churches. See article in this issue on “Whence Our Moderators?” 

8. Save the Country Churches—because of their evangelistic opportunities. They are attended by 
— numbers of young people and a greater percentage of non-church members than those in 
urban areas. | 

9. Save the Country Churches—because they reach large numbers of men. In the average 
Country Church, half the congregation consists of men and boys, while the average Urban Church 
has an attendance which consists of only about 30 percent men. 

10. Save the Country Churches—because they mean so much to family life as a unit, and to 
all of the members of the family, especially the young people who are found in such large numbers 
in the rural areas. 

11. Save the Country Churches—because the future of the Churches in the city is bound up with 
the faith of the Churches in the countryside. | 

12. Save the Country Churches—because many of the future persons of wealth and influence 
come from country communities. Shall they be pagan or Christian? 

13. Save the Country Churches—because if we judge the future by the past, many of the most 
liberal givers to foreign missions, home missions, Christian Education and other beneficences were 
reared in Country and Home Mission Churches. 

14. Save the Country Churches—because the major part of the leadership of both capital and 
labor come from country communities. The future of democracy and a peaceful and righteous 
order depend upon the leaders of these groups being Christian. | 

15. Save the Country Churches from ignorant, incompetent and bungling ministers. The solu- 
tion for the saving of Country Churches is to be found in specialized, trained and capable pas- 
tors who will serve them, conscious of God’s call to the task. Country and Home Mission Churches 
deserve and require the very choicest kind of pastoral leadership. 


The endowment of a chair in each one of our four Theological Seminaries to give specialized 
training for country ministers and home missionaries in conjunction with evangelism and field 
supervision will save our Country Churches and make of them centers of ever-enlarging influ- 
ence for evangelism and the promotion of the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. The 
best solution of the problems of the Country Church is an amply trained ministry whose lives are 
definitely dedicated to the task. Will’ you volunteer to help now? 


THREE WAYS TO GIVE 


1. Make your check payable to the treasurer of the theological seminary of your choice and send 
promptly either to Austin Theological Seminary, Austin, Tex.; Columbia Theological Seminary, De- 
catur, Ga.; Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 109 East Broadway, Louisville, Ky.; or 
Union Theological Seminary, 3401 Brook Road, Richmond, Va. | 

2. Transfer your war bonds and make them payable to the Trustees of the Seminary of your 
choice, inserting name and address of the seminary, bonds to be held in trust until the time of ma- 
turity. Send the bonds to one of the addresses indicated above. 

3. Use the following form in your will: “I give, devise and bequeath $ and property 
hamed as follows. to the Trustees of (insert name and address of seminary.) 
_In each case be sure to indicate that your contribution is to provide for the support of a chair to 
ive specialized training to Country Pastors and Home Missionaries in conjunction with Evangelism 
and Field Supervision. : 


HENRY W. McLAUGHLIN 


Director of the Department of Country Church and Sunday School Extension 
| 8 North Sixth Street — Richmond, Virginia. 
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Young Reader’s Page 


CONTRASTS 
By Mrs. H. T. Bridgman“ 


The little third sister was born into the home 
of Wang Koh Ching. Because another girl had been 
sent there, the mother was angry, and there were 
no red eggs sent to friends and relatives, no wel- 
come in the home for the little one, no happy smile 
on the mother’s face or tender care from the 
grandmother in whose house she was born, no 
words of congratulations from heathen friends 
and relatives, all because these parents knew not 
that Jesus said, “Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God.” But, they thought the spirits 
had played them a trick in sending them another 

irl baby when they wanted a boy. So, this little 
che was not loved and cared for, not even fed, 
because her mother knew not the love of Jesus, 
and the baby died from slow starvation. Her little 
wasted body was not even laid in a box for burial, 
but dressed in discarded rags, rolled in a piece 
of straw matting, and given to a beggar to carry 
away and dispose of. 


In another part of the same city, another little 
girl was born into the home of Dr. and Mrs. Ma, 
who were Christians. There were already several 
children in this home, boys and girls. This baby 
girl was welcomed with tenderness and love, and 
was given the name Au Lieu, “Peace and Beauty.” 
The little girl was frail and delicate, but the par- 
ents and older brothers and sisters watched over 
her with love and care. They were happy to take 
her to the “Jesus Hall’? and dedicate her to Him 
and promise to bring her up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. She was a winsome little 
lass, and though only three years old would lift 
her voice in songs of praise with the rest of the 
family. During the cold March windy weather this 


little one sickened and died. It was with love ang 
tenderness the little body was laid to rest in 
casket prepared for her. She was buried in the 
Christian cemetery and had a Christian funerg] 
with hymns sung that she and her brothers and 
sisters loved. Though tears of sadness were shed 
yet with joy they told of how much gladness this 
little sister had brought into their home. 


The next Sunday afternoon, when all the West 
Gate neighborhood children gathered at the hos. 
pital chapel for Sunday School, Mrs. Ma requested 


that “Around the Throne of God in Heaven Thov. 


sands of Children Stand” be sung. She repeated 
the words of the hymns to the children, telling 
them with tears in her eyes and a smile on her 
face that her precious little daughter, Au Lieu, 
was with her Saviour, and explained the words 
of the hymn: 


Children whose sins are all forgiven 
A holy happy band 
Singing Glory, Glory, Glory be to God on High. 


What brought them to that Lord above 
That Heaven so bright and fair 

Where all is peace and joy and love 
How came those children there? 

Singing Glory— 


Because the Saviour shed his blood 
To wash away their sin 

Bathed in that pure and precious flood 
Behold them white and clean. 

Singing Glory— 


As the hymn was sung, the brothers and sisters 


joined in the song, knowing that Jesus would take 
them, too, in His arms and bless them. 


-*Sumter, S. C. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Dec. 23: Good Tidings To All People. 


Introduction 


How often have you heard somebody say: 
“Christianity is a failure, for two thousand years 


ago the angels said it would bring ‘Peace on earth 


and good will to men,’ and we are still having war 
and hatred among men?” How many people this 
Christmas will speak of peace on earth in senti- 
mental terms, while actually the nations are still 
sowing seeds of war? Neither the cynic nor the 
sentimentalist is truly right. 


Perhaps we could do no better on this the Sun- 
day before Christmas to read again that first 
Christmas story, and then study very carefully 
those well known words. After all this coming of 
the Christ into the world is the most important 
thing that has ever happened in the long, long 
history of our world, so we ought to give it a lot 
of study, should we not? 


Read the Scripture Lesson, Luke 2:1-15, then 


study the familiar words in the following manner: 


1. In the King James Version, popularly known 


ag the Authorized, these words of the heavenly 


host are translated this way: 


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. (Lk. 2:14). 


Taking these words just as they are they tell us 
that because Christ came into the earth there is 
peace and good will toward men. Truly that 3s 
true, for Christ came into the world as “The 
Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6), and he was God's 


_ active good will toward men. (John 3:17; Mark 


10:45 etc.) In Christ God’s peace and good 
came down on earth to men, and that is true even 


‘though He came to His own world and it received 


Him not. (John 1:11). But to as many as receiv 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons 
of God, even to those who believed on His name. 
(John 1:12). Though the world rejected the 
peace and good will of God those who receive 
Him experience them day by day. 
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9, In the American Translation of Dr. Good- 
speed we find it this way: 


Glory to God in heaven and on earth! Peace to 
the men He favors. (Lk.. 2:15). , 


- God is impartial in the blessings of common 

ce that give to man the necessities of life. 
God causes the rain to fall on the good and on 
the bad (Matt. 5:45); in storms often church 
buildings will be destroyed and dens of evil will 
escape; many bad people will be wealthy and 
healthy, while good people will suffer. But God 
has His own special blessings for those who do 
His will. Sin harbored in the heart will close the 
door of God’s blessing and bring unhappiness and 
unrest into the human heart. But to those who do 
the will of God, upon those in whom God is well 
pleased, God bestows particular favor and peace. 


8, In the American Standard Version we read 
these words this way: 7 


Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 


among men in whom he is well pleased. (Lk. 2:15). | 


There is hatred and strife among the people of 
the earth, but in the Christian fellowship of the 
universal church, the great body of folk in whom 
God is well pleased, there is a foundation of 
peace that transcends all barriers of race, place 
and time. Within the body of believers, among 
ong folk, the foundations of peace have been 


4, And then however we may translate these 


words they stand as a declaration of the purpose 
of God. Because Christ has come peace and good 
will shall surely prevail some day throughout all 
the earth. “‘We do not yet see all things put under 
him. But we see Jesus, who was made a little 
lower than the angels, for the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor.’’ (Heb. 2:8-9). 
Because of what God has done in Christ we can 
behold Him and know assuredly that Christ shall 
one day rule and reign to the ends of the earth in 
peace and good will. 


Man’s words, all expressing limited experiences 
that man has had, are not adequate to express all 
that the infinite God is and has for His world and 
there is truth in all these translations of the 
Christmas call to worship. Since Christ came into 
the world God’s peace and good will are among 
us, those who respond to His love experience the 
of God now, the foundations of peace have 
been laid in the hearts of those who have been 
made into His Church, and God is working through 
Christ toward that day when peace and good will 
shall prevail over all the earth. | 


Suggestions 


The familiar criticism of these words and the 
consideration of the different translations of the 
hristmas call to worship may well form the main 
outline of the program tonight, and every society 
will have access to a wealth of Christmas material 
In story, carol, and poetry, that can be used to 
round out a program. 


Dec. 30: Christ's Goal For His World. 


Introduction 
The writer of Proverbs said: ““Without a vision 
the people will drift.” Unless we have a vision of 
what God is truly doing in the world we will drift 
and lose heart and hope. Sometimes we think of 
all the wonderful things that the Old Testament 
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prophets said were coming to our world and won- 
der if they ever will, since Christ came and was 
crucified and the world has gone on in indifference 
to Him. But we need to remember the way our 
Lord Jesus quoted from an Old Testament Psalm 
one day. He had just told of a certain householder 
who let out his vineyard to renters, and when he | 
sent to them about the rent they mistreated his 


servants. Later he sent his own son and they killed 


him. But when the householder returned he de- 
manded full justice of every one of those evil 
renters. Then Jesus quoted Psalm 118:22-238: “Did 
ye never read in the Scriptures, The stone which 
the builders rejected, the same has become the 
head of the corner: this is the Lord’s doing and it 
is marvellous in our eyes?” (Matt 21:42). Even 
so God’s Son was rejected when He came on that 
first Christmas, but one day He shall come again 
and in that day He whom the world rejected shall 
become the King of kings and Lord of lords over 
all the earth. In that day all the glorious promises 
shall be fulfilled. Let us fix our vision for the 
coming year by studying one of those Old Testa- 


ment visions of the future glory of the earth. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
(Isaiah 11) 


Christ taught us to pray to God: “Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in hea- 


ven.” This future time is when the Kingdom of 


God, to which you and I now belong by our new 
birth, shal] have come in its fullness over all the 
earth. Here is an outline of it, in terms of its 
King, written some 700 years before Christ came: 
1. The Credentials of the King. Isa. 11:1-2. a. His 
family connections. David’s line. Verse 1. (Matt. 
1:1). b. His religious connections. Holy Spirit. 
Verse 2. (John 1:32-33). 


2. The Conduct of the King. Verses 3-5. a. Rev- 
a Mec 3a. b. Just. Verses 3b-4. c. Righteous. 
erse 5. 


3. The Characteristics of His Kingdom. Verses 
6-10. a. Natural creation restored to original con- 
dition. Verses 6-8. b. Mankind restored to peace 
and knowledge. Verse 9. c. Nations restored to 
peace and order. Verse 10. d. Israel restored to 
place in God’s plan. Verses 11-12. 


The Kingdom will surely come over all the 
earth when Christ returns, then and only then will 
we have universal peace and world order. | 


Suggestions 


This truth of the Bible concerning God’s plan 
for peace on earth, is so different from what 
everybody is talking about today that we young 
people ought to spend some time studying God’s 
Word to see just what His plan is. 
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Summary For The Month 


Our emphasis for the month is “All People.” 


God so loved all the people of the world that He 
gave His only Son for them, that they who believe 
might not perish but have everlasting life. This is 
the great Christian message, and our task is to 
get the message to all people everywhere. 


All of us earnestly desire that all these people 
whom God loved and for whom Christ died live to- 
gether in peace, but peace can only come as the 
result of some more important things. So as long 
as men live for self and refuse to cultivate in 
their lives the things that make for peace there 
can be no peace. 


But Christ intends that His own children shall 
have peace with God in their relationship to them 
and peace from God in their hearts no matter 
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what tribulation we may face in the world. 


The Christmas message of peace on ea 
not failed for peace with God is aie = 
earth today through the Gospel, men who receive 
Christ have peace in their hearts, the foundations 
of peace have been laid in the fellowship of Chris. 
tians throughout the world, and God’s purpose to 
establish peace shall surely be realized. | 


And finally God’s universal peace and world 
order will come when Christ returns to rule and 


reign. 


We young people must study the Word of God 
until these propositions become so real to us that 
they not only keep us from the popular errors of 
the day but also move us to take the Gospel to all 
the people everywhere. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 


The Message Of Christmas 
To The World 


— Luke 2. Devotional Reading: Matthew 
71-15. 


We think of the Message of Christmas as a 
message of peace and quote the Golden Text, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men,’”’ as our great longing. 
But the real message of Christmas goes back of 
peace to some other vital truths which make 
peace possible in a world of unregenerate, re- 
bellious, and condemned men and women. 


Salvation, Redemption, must come before peace 
can come. The world must be reconciled to God. 
The ministry of reconciliation must precede the 
reign of peace. So when the angel announced His 
coming birth to Mary he said, ‘“‘Thou shalt call His 
name Jesus for He shall save His people from 
their sins.”” When the angel made the announce- 
ment to the shepherds he said, “unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord.’’ Anna spoke of Him to all them 
that looked for Redemption in Jerusalem.”’ 


The recognition of Christ as King must come 
before peace can come. This world is in rebellion: 
we will not have this man to rule over us, is the 
answer of most men. As long as the rulers of this 
world hate, or ignore Him, as Herod hated the 
child King, there can be no peace. As long as there 
is no room for Him, there will be no room for 
peace. We, like the wise men, (see Devotional 
Reading), must come and Worship Him. 


There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked. 
The trouble with the world, both men and na- 
tions, is that we want peace and our SINS at the 
same time. This is an impossibility. As long as 
we hold to our sins and selfish will and ways, and 
refuse to accept Him as both Savior and King we 
will never have peace. 


Let us think of the Christmas message as a 
threefold message (1) Christ, “a Saviour,’ (2) 


Christ, “the Lord’ (King), (3) Christ, “our 


peace.” 


Christ, “A Saviour’: Especially Vss. 10-11;29, 
30;38. “A Saviour,” “thy salvation,” ‘redemp- 


- tion.” Here is indeed “good tidings of great joy,” 


the best news that ever came to this world of lost 
men. The great need of mankind is a Redeemer. 
Question 20 of our Catechism says, ‘‘Did God leave 
all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and 
misery”? We can see even more clearly than when 
our Catechism was written that “all mankind” 
is in such an estate. When was there ever more sin 
and misery than today: Our culture, refinement 
and civilization have not given us peace. Our 
terrible estate has been made more terrible by 
modern science and inventions. Our last war was 
our worst war so far. 


God determined to deliver His people “out of 
the estate of sin and misery and bring them into 
an estate of salvation, by a Redeemer.” “The only 
Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
It is no wonder that “The Sky Broadcasts the 
Wondrous Story.” This is news worth broadcasting. 


“He shall save His people from their sins.” His 
very name, Jesus, guarantees this. Who are His 
people? All those whom the Father gives Him. All 
those who receive Him, come to Him, believe on 
Him. He is faithful who promises; He will keep 
His covenant with His people. “He remembered 
His holy covenant.” (Lu. 1:72). | | 


When we have peace on earth it will come 
through this salvation. Saved people alone can 
have peace and “good will.” Peace, His peace, 
must come into the hearts of men and women be- 
fore peace can come to the world. 


“Christ, The Lord”: Verses 11,34; Matt. 2:1-15. 
Christ must also be recognized as Lord, as King. 
The wise men came to worship, asking, “Where 
is He that is born King of the Jews’? So with all 
wise men since their day. 


Peace only comes to a Surrendered soul. As long 
as it is our will and our way there will never 
perfect peace. When we take every idol off the 
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throne and put Jesus Christ on the throne then 
we have the peace that passeth understanding to 


keep us. If any man will come after Me, let him 


say No to himself. 


Peace will never come to this world until it sur- 
renders to Christ and crowns Him King. As long 
as Herods are on the throne, or are dictators; as 
long as democracies have selfish and self-seeking 
men in places of authority there can be no lasting 
peace. We will only have breathing spells between 
wars. Queen Victoria had a long peaceful reign. 
She was a surrendered queen. She would have 
liked nothing better than to cast her crown at His 
feet. The Savior must be “Lord of All or He is 
not Lord at All.” 


Christ, “Our Peace”: Eph. 2:14, Luke 2:14: “On 
earth, peace.””? This will bring glory to God. The 
work of God in redeeming and saving His people; 
His work is bringing us to God; God in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself, this is the 
work that is going to bring the greatest glory to 
God, greater glory than that seen in Creation and 
Providence. 


“On earth, peace.’”’ How the world professes to 
long for that blessed time! That time is coming. 
He is the Prince of Peace. “Of the increase of His 
government and peace there shall be no end—the 
zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.” 


Peace comes on earth personally when indi- 
vidual men yield to Him and please Him. These 
people will have peace on earth, even when the 
earth is torn asunder by hatred, strife, and war; 
even when these people are hated and persecuted. 
“My peace I leave with you.”’ Here is the greatest 


legacy of our Lord. This peace may be the precious 


possession of every Christian. 


Peace on earth comes relatively when revivals, 
times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord, 
sweep over the world like showers upon a thirsty 
land. A time of revival is a time of peace, for the 
Gospel makes us love one another. Spiritual de- 
pressions sow the seed of strife and war. De- 
parture from God brings disasters to the world. 


Peace will come permanently when Christ takes 
the government upon His shoulders. When His 
Kingdom comes, when His will is done on earth 
as in Heaven, we shall have the peace for which 
we long. May we do all we can to hasten the Day 


when the King returns and His Kingdom is estab- 


lished on earth. 


The Christmas message is a message of peace, 
but it is peace built on acceptance of Christ as 
both Savior and Lord. ~ 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 30 
World Fellowship Of 


Scripture: Acts 10; Galatians 3:26-28; 1 John 
1:34. Devotional Reading: Ps. 67. 


_Many people today are dreaming of, and plan- 
hing for, a World Fellowship of Nations. While 
they talk and plan the nations continue to arm 
and better equip themselves for war. We talk 
of fellowshi and prepare to fight. We evidently 
have little faith in our plans..The world will have 
to be built. on a better foundation than force. 
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As long as we have the spirit of selfishness and 
agression so long we will have to arm and pro- 
tect ourselves. 


Many superficial thinkers are calling for a 
World Fellowship of Religions. This is the favorite 
topic of some leaders today. They want us to pick 
out the best in all religions and-unite on this. 
Nothing would please the devil more. The other 
religions of the world are his already, and if he 
can get Christianity to give up its birt!.right he 
would have a “fellowship” suited to his plans for 
world domination. 


Still others would like to have a union of 
Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, forgetting that 
the differences between these are so great and 
fundamental that there could be no Christian fel- 


_lowship here. How can two walk together except 


they be agreed? The denominational differences 
between Protestants are of minor importance and 
do not prevent the closest sort of Christian fel- 
lowship, but the differences between the “Modern- 
ists” and “Fundamentalist” or “Evangelicals” are 
of such a nature that real Christian fellowship is 
difficult, if not impossible. Where the Unitarian 
leaven has “leavened the lump” we feel that we 
must withdraw fellowship. 


But World Fellowship of Christians is a most 
blessed fact and experience. Let us see what our 
Scripture teaches us about it: 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 67. This psalm is a 
good starting point for our study. It certainly 
looks forward to a world Fellowship. ‘All the 
nations’—‘“All the people.” What is the basis of 
such a fellowship? “Thy way’—‘“Thy saving 
health.” The world must turn from its way—its 
crooked ways—to God’s way; from. its sin sickness 
and death to God’s health touch—His “saving 
health.””’ God must govern and judge; all the ends 
of the earth shall fear Him. Then there wil] be 
gladness, singing, joy. This picture of world fel- 
ot is enlarged upon in many places in the 

ible. | 


Its Foundation: Galatians 3:26-28: ‘Children 
of God by faith.” Here we have the foundation 
of Christian Fellowship—Faith,—faith in Jesus 
Ghrist. It is world-wide. There are no distinctions. 
“There.is. neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor. female: 
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for ye are al] one in Christ Jesus.” The bond that 
unites is saving faith. This makes us Abraham’s 
seed and heirs according to promise. This is the 
foundation upon which Christ builds His Church. 
This is God’s Way and His “‘saving health.”’ This 
is to be preached to all nations. 


Its Nature: 1 John 1:3-4: “With the Father, 
and with His Son.’”’ Here we find this fellowship 
described. It is a three-fold fellowship: with the 
Father, Son, and Believer. The Spirit has re- 
generated us; we have been born from above; 
we are members of the family, of the household 
of faith; therefore we can and do have sweet 
communion one with the other. Such a fellowship 
is the source of abounding joy. No social, economic, 
racial or national boundaries can keep such peo- 
ple apart. Let us give two illustrations from Dr. 
Egbert Smith’s new book: “A lady missionary 
writes: ‘I went into the kitchen for my Chinese 
hostess one night to visit a bit. She sat down 
on the bench by me and taking my hand she spoke 
of what a joy it was that all the family were 
believers and of how wonderful is the uniting 
power of Christianity that makes one love all the 


other Christians and brings such different peo-. 


ple together just like one family.’” Another 
writes: “One dear old Korean lady came and lean- 
ed against my shoulder and said: ‘Jesus is our 
precious bond of union. If it were not for Him we 
wouldn’t even be friends. Look at your white hair, 
and face that looks as if you spent half your time 
washing it. And look at me, an ugly old woman 
of another race. You wouldn’t want me to touch 
you. But because of His love in our hearts, the 
first time we meet we love each other’ ”’. 


Practical Application: Acts 10: Peter and Cor- 
nelius. We have here the interesting story of 
how two men, far apart in many ways, were 
brought together in sweet and blessed fellowship. 
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It was the Lord’s doing and it is marvellous in 
our. eyes. | 


One of these men was Cornelius. He was a 
centurian, a devout man, one that feared Goq 
with all his house, gave alms, and prayed alway, 
He was not yet a Christian. He did not have 
faith in Jesus Christ. 


God never allows a real seeker after truth to 
fail in finding it. The vision comes; he is told 
to send men to Joppa for Peter; “He shall tel] 
thee what thou oughtest to do.” This is God's 
way. He uses us—saved men and women—to 
show others the way. 


The second man is Peter. He was not yet ready 
to be sent on such a mission. He was a Jew and 
his ideas were narrow and prejudiced. He had 
never associated with “unclean’”’ Gentiles. Another 
vision was necessary. Peter, like Paul, was not 
disobedient to the heavenly vision. 


He went, taking certain brethren with him. He 
found everything ready for his visit. ‘Now there- 
fore are we all here present before God, to 
hear all things that are commanded thee of God.” 
What a fine congregation to preach to! Peter sees 
plainly that God is no respector of person’ and 
a the simple Gospel to these assembled 

entiles. 


The result is far beyond anticipation. The Holy 
Spirit fell on them. In recognition of this fact, 
they were baptized. This has been called the 
“Gentile Pentecost.” 


Any World Fellowship, worth its name, must 
be the fellowship of those who are thus filled with 
the Spirit from on high. May the whole Church 
receive such a Baptism! Would it not be wise 
for the Church to pray, and Pray, and PRAY for 
such a Baptism? We need this ‘‘Oneness” today. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman’s Calendar 
December 1945 


December 2: Universal Bible Sunday. 


December 16-23: Ministerial Relief Week. (Re- 
member the Joy Gift). 


December 23: Life Dedication Day. (Special stu- 
dent emphasis). 


December 25, Tuesday (Christmas): The Birthday 
of the King. | 


December 30: Student Night. 
Circle Topic: “Say So.’”’ Where First? 


Auxiliary Topic: “Behold the Handmaid of the 
Lord.” 


Throughout the month: Special Bible readings 
suggested by the American Bible Society in their 
list of readings, “Marching Orders For A New 


Universal Bible Sunday © 
December 9th 1945 


‘‘America and its institutions came largely out 
of the Bible, and its future depends to a great ex- 
tent upon keeping this once forbidden book open 
as a guide to its life ... One of the best things 
Americans can do to promote the American way 
of life is to teach their children to love this book 
by reading it to them, keeping an attractive ap- 
pearing copy of it where it can be seen and read, 
and familiarizing themselves with its contents 50 
they may guide their children into satisfying and 
useful lives that will promote their happiness and 
well being, bé a source of satisfaction to thei 
parents, make them useful members of society, 
and citizens who will guarantee the future of this 
__From International Religious Education 

ournal. 


Every family needs to read the Word together— 
let Universal Bible Sunday: be a time of 
with daily Bible reading in your home. 
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If Any Provide Not For His Own 
And Especially For Those 
Of His Own House 


The group was trying to choose a name for the 
fund—for some reason the task was not as easy 
as it first seemed it would be. Then one member 
remarked: “It ought not to be hard to find a name 
for this gift, because it is certainly a joy to give 
it.’ Almost with one accord the group exclaimed: 
“There it is—there is the name—Joy Gift.” And 
thus this Joy Gift was named. 


What is this Joy Gift? The answer need scarce- 
ly be given. It is the love offering given each year 
by the members of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States to care for those servants of 
God who have “‘completed their mission” in ser- 
vie and for whom the Ministers’ Annuity came 
too late. The dependent members of families— 
widows and orphans—from whom God has called 
the head of the home also are cared for from this 


Joy Gift. 
Any one living close to the members of a ‘‘manse 


family’ knows all too well of the many outside 


calls upon the income, and rare indeed is the situ- 
ation when a minister of the Gospel can prepare 
for the future rainy day. 


From the very beginning of the Ministers’ An- 
nuity it was understood that ministers already re- 
tired would not be cared for from that Fund. So 
that meant these must be cared for through Min- 
isterial Relief, which meant the Joy Gift. 


Naturally, each year the roll of Ministerial Re- 
lief will be lightened to some extent, and this will 
mean a more liberal provision for those remaining. 


Our Church believes that her ministers while in 
active service should be free from worldly cares 
and avocations; therefore, our Church believes in 


- [Corinthians 9:14. Our Church could not believe 


in this and not believe likewise, that the Church 
must provide for after-service days. It is a solemn 
obligation which the Church assumes. 


Gratitude is perhaps one of the most gracious 
gestures of man to man. All too often it is not 
expressed, or is expressed too late. Benjamin 
Franklin said: “To the generous mind the heaviest 
debt is that of gratitude, when it is not in our 
power to repay it.”” We can well give thanks that 
It is in our power to repay those of the ministry 
to whom the evening of life has arrived and to 
whom we feel a deep sense of gratitude. The Joy 
Gift makes possible this gesture of love and grati- 
tude, Let’s make it the most generous offering yet! 


Have YOU Been Wondering HOW To 
ENCOURAGE THE PEOPLE in your church to greater 


zeal in witnessing for Christ— ) 
BEACH , MORE NON-CHRISTIANS in your community 
e Gospel— 
ECONOMICALLY ADVERTISE your church as a Bible- 
believing and Christ-exalting church— 
| THE HOME EVANGEL WILL HELP YOU 
e Home Evangel” is an attractive four-page monthly 
Scriptural variety tract presenting in four terse, well 
wri messages the invitation of the Gospel. 
It is attractive yet dignified; timely; orthodox; varied in 
gn and content. 
We print the name and announcements of your local 
church at the bottom of the back page. 
im RICE: $2.08 for the first 300 (the minimum order with 
Print) and 36c for each additional 100. 75c per 100 with- 
out imprint. 36c for each additional 100. (Plus Postage). 
uest Samples. 


“Covenant House,” 707 Lincoln Ave., Willow Grove, Pa. 


THE BEST OF THEIR KIND 
WORKMANSHIP UNSURPASSED 


CARTHY 
& SIMON, Inc. 


7 W. 36th ST. MEW YORK 18, 
Statement Of Relief 
Agencies 


“Children by the millions are in imminent dan- 
ger of starving and freezing as winter comes to 
Europe unless immediate help comes from coun- 
tries which have food, clothing, vitamins and med- 
icine. 

“Helpless children cannot survive much longer 
unless there is an united effort to save them. 
Every official humanitarian and religious agency 
— — to the rescue immediately or it will be 
oo late. | 


“We plead for generous public support of all 
organizations and agencies willing to co-operate. 
Generous financial assistance must be given so 
food, medicines, vitamins and bedding may be 
purchased and foster care provided for orphaned 
and homeless children. Warm clothing is also need- 
ed in huge quantities and should be collected and 
sent through authorized channels. 


“Only by immediate and co-ordinated effort can 
a colossal catastrophe be avoided. Conditions in 
several European countries compel us to make 
this common appeal in the strongest possible way. 

‘‘We, who have seen these conditions and heard 
these cries for help must lay it on the consciences 
of all to share to the limit of their money and 
goods now. 


‘‘We wholeheartedly welcome and support ef- 


| forts already undertaken by governments and 


agencies both national and international. We urge 
much greater support of their efforts in the dire 
emergency now confronting Europe. We pledge 
ourselves to work together meeting needs without 
regard to nationality, race or creed.” 


—From Church Committee on Overseas Relief 
and Reconstruction, October 16, 19465. 


FREE TITHING LITERATURE 


FREE to any Evangelical Christian Minister, 

Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, | 
one copy of “TAKE NO THOUGHT” for 

each family in his congregation providing he 

will agree to give a talk on Tithing before 

distribution. Write stating denomination and 

number of leaflets desired to: TITHER, Box 

‘‘J,”> 710 Title Insurance Building, Los An- 

geles 13, California. 
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Ye Must Be Born Again 


By Rev. Chas. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D.* 


These are the words of the Son of God, rich 
words, vibrant words, words that need to be read, 
understood, and fearlessly proclaimed from evan- 
gelical pulpits. 


“Ye Must Be Born Again” 
The exponent of the universal fatherhood of 
God rejects this teaching. But the Bible believer 
endorses it ex animo. He realizes that regeneration 


is the heart and soul of the message of salvation. | 


A lost and dying world must be ceaselessly re- 
minded that it is the birth from above that 
brings life, hope, and peace to the children of men. 


The Need Of This Teaching 
It was to a Nicodemus that our Saviour used the 
word of. compulsion: ‘Ye must be born again.” 
Even a ruler of the Jews, a religionist at heart, 
had to experience the rebirth if he would enter 
the Kingdom of God. 


The implication is clear. All men, everywhere 
and throughout the ages, if they would enter the 
Kingdom, must be born again. : 


‘Why? Because by nature men are born into the 
wrong family. A work of supernature is necessary 
to translate the sinner into the family of God. 


_ Christ stung His persecutors with the words of 
denunciation: “Ye are of your father the devil 
... (John 8:44). The Pharisees were shocked by 
the rebuke. The Lord Jesus was singling them out 


for attack. But Pharisee or publican, millionaire or . 


Lazarus, white man or negro, Chinese or Indian, 
capitalist or laborer, male or female, adult or 
child, you or I—all who are to enter the family of 
God must be born again. 


The Nature Of This Teaching 
What, then, does it mean to be born again? 
Nicodemus’ words to Jesus and our Lord’s reply 
give us the clue. 


“No man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him.”’ The ruler of the Jews 
had in mind the amazing acts of power which 
Jesus had been performing. 


Without changing the subject—and this is vital 
—the Master replied, “Verily, verily I say unto 
thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God.” 


Walking on the sea, healing the sick, raising the 


dead—tthese were miracles. The new birth is a 
stupendous miracle too. It is compared with a 
birth for several reasons. 


First, because just as human parents are the re- 
sponsible agents in natural birth, so God is active 
in man’s supernatural] birth. “Of his own will be- 
gat he us...”’ (James 1:18). 


Second, because just as the natural babe enters 
the physical realm of existence and begins to feel 


at home in the world, so the supernatural babe | 


begins to live and move and have his being in God. 


Third, because just as the earthly father proud- 
ly gives his child a name, so our heavenly Father 
gives believers a new name. They are “Christians” 
—bearers of the name of the Son of God. Let 
them .rejoice .in their new. found.title... But. let 


them be extremely careful how and where they 
bear it. 


The Basis Of The Teaching 
Surely any man in his senses would covet the 
title “‘child of God.” On what basis does God per. 
form the miracle of grace and bestow the title? 


John 3:14-15 gives the answer. “As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even g9 
must the Son of man be lifted up.. .” 


The reference is to an appalling scene in Israe|’s 
history. Because the Hebrews murmured against 
God in the days of their wilderness wanderings 
(Numbers 21), fiery serpents were sent into the 
camp and bit the people. Thousands died. In 
obedience to God’s command, Moses fashioned a 
brazen serpent and elevated it before the host. 
Those who gazed upon the serpent of brass lived. 


This is the sequence: Sin, death, remedy, the 
look of faith, life. The parallel is clear: the sinner 
today deserves eternal death; but when he looks 
in faith upon the Christ of Calvary, he lives. 


The basis of regeneration is the blood of the 
cross, where sins are washed away; the finished 
work of redemption; the consummated atonement 
of the Lord of Glory. Herein lies man’s only hope 
= life, of spiritual birth, of happiness, and of 

eaven. 


The Operation Of The Miracle 
It is the birth “fof water and of the Spirit’ that 
permits one to become God’s child. These two 
agents cooperate in bringing forth God’s new 
creation. 


The Spirit: of course this is the Holy Spirit, 
the third person of the Trinity. Without Him there 
can be no regeneration. Brethren, let us remember 
this in our prayers and in our pulpits. Only as He 
works through us will our words be winged with 
power. 


The water: there are varied interpretations here. 
Perhaps the water is, in general, the cleansing, re- 
freshing, invigorating activity of regeneration. 


But more likely it is the Word of God. Water 1s 
used in the New Testament as a lovely symbol 
of the Word. Paul refers in Ephesians (5:26) to 
the “washing of water by the word.” (Cpr. John 


- 15:3). The second agent, then, is the Word of 


truth (James 1:18; I Peter 1:23), “which liveth 
and abideth for ever.” 


This is the method of operation: the Holy Spirit 
of God, using the Word of God (portion of Scrip- 
ture, sermon, testimony, tract), exalts the Son of 
God as crucified, risen, ascended,  interceding, 
coming Savior. Then the same _ blessed Spirit 
reaches down into the heart of the sinner, conv! 
him of iniquity, woos him, persuades him, gently 
leads him to the foot of Calvary, where he finds 
.—— and makes his changeless peace wit 

od. 


The Results Of The Miracle 


The results? They are too numerous to list, 100 
beneficent to describe, too sublime to fathom, 
eternal to comprehend. 
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But among the results are these. First, through 
the new birth a stranger from the covenant of 
hope becomes a _ child of God, heir of God, and 
joint-heir with Jesus Christ. Almighty God, who 
called the universe into being by the divine fiat 
of His omnipotence, now becomes one’s Father. 
And “like as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear Him” (Ps. 103:13). 


Again, whereas before the miracle there was 
death, now there are the stirrings of life—abun- 
dant life, eternal life, now and forever. 


Further, there is after regeneration in the heart 
of God’s child a measure of the likeness of the 
Father. The imago Dei, shattered at the Fall, is 
now restored. 


The proclamation of the truth of the new birth 
is a vital challenge to our generation. Let us up 
and at it. Or, if we have been “at it’? for years, 
let us pray for one another—that the Holy Spirit, 
using the Word and exalting the Son through our 
testimony, may beget many a soul this year “unto 
a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away...” (I 
Peter 1:3-4). | 


*Pastor of the Independent Presbyterian Church, 
Savannah, Ga. | 


Did The Protestant Chaplain 
Accomplish Anything 
In This War? 


By Rev. J. David Simpson* 


_ Upon the surface, the above caption sounds as 
if the writer is sportive or facetious to the limit, 
to suggest such a trend of thought. And, yet, to 
come back to the question itself, immediately con- 
fronts us with a certain prevailing trend of both 
thinking and acting on the part of Moving Picture 
Producers that would lead us to believe that the 
Protestant Chaplain has served no real purpose 
In this war just closed. 


Without naming the pictures, (far too numer- | 


ous) some of which have a definite war connec- 
tion and some which do not, the place which both 
Minister and Church are designed to fill are in- 
variably filled by the Catholic Priest and His 
Church. The sound Spiritual Advice given to the 
Soldier is given by the Catholic Father; the 
hazardous trips which the Soldier has to take 
brings into the fore-front the Catholic Chaplain 
to accompany him. The Associated Press accounts 
recived in the majority of cases about the Chap- 
lain’s life with the Service Men, place the Father 
Catholic Chaplain as the outstanding representa- 


tive of the Christian Chaplaincy. 


_ I suspect that Protestant Chaplains feel honored 
In being left out of the movies and many news 
accounts, as advertising and publicizing are far 
removed from their noble spirit, but one often 
wonders if the Roman Catholic Church (predomi- 
nating in its influence over the many picture in- 
terests) really considers the whole of society so 
gullible as to miss their objective. The objective 
of the Roman Catholic is to sell their church 
through every advertising medium available re- 
gardless of whether it comes at the expense of the 
Protestant Clergy and Church or not. In the 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


Please note the expiration date on your paper 
and send in your ‘renewal remittances promptly. 
This will help us and save both postage and office 
expense. 


movies, the most hallowed and sacred associations 
and relationships of life find the Catholic Priest 
always to the fore-front as being the only one 
capable of filling such a role. The blood of our 
sons in battle shed, the dead, the wounded, the 
unfaltering courageous stands made, the Soldier 
and his Bride before the Altar, the first-born of 
the Soldier’s household, all of this and more be- 
sides are strangely inter-twined around the Catho- 
lic Altar and its Priesthood. It is a Catholic 
Church Scene or a Catholic Priest hovering over 
a dying Soldier administering the last rites. 


Through the use of the Movies, the Catholics 
fee] that Protestantism will be greatly softened, 
and the more nearly converted to the Catholic 
way of thinking, even at the expense of pushing 
the Protestant Chaplain or minister and his min- 
istries into the backgrgound. To get the Catholic 
version through the Movies and Press, the Protes- 
tant Chaplain does not seem to have been in the 
picture at all as an outstanding force for good 
among our service men in this war. All of the 
propaganda possible cannot alter the true facts 
about the heroic services of our honored Protestant 
Chaplains. 


*Newton, Miss. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


FROM SCENES LIKE THESE 


By Ethel Wallace. Hathaway & Brothers Press, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Price, $2.00. 


Scenes like these bring courage, strength and 
refreshment to the parents of today who dare to 
build a Christian home in an evil world. The 
author cleverly pictures two distinct eras of so 
brief a period as two score years from 1900 to 
1945. First, she writes of the happy memories of 
her childhood in a Christian home where unity of 
thought and purpose existed between father and 
mother who, like Enoch of old, walked with God. 
The portrayals of those whom she loved are fre- 
quently touching, often richly humorous and al- 
ways sincere. 


The author relates in the latter half-of her 
book her own experiences typical of so many 
American women in the past few years of World 
War II and includes letters from _ her soldier 
brother and his son which vividly picture the ex- 
periences of a seasoned soldier in the European 
Theatre and the life of a young boy training for 
service in the Pacific. | 


Our authoress very emphatically condemns the 
pacifists who are to a great extent responsible for 
the recent bloody conflict. With the Word of God, 
the Bible, for her authority she tells us, ““No one 
certainly can question that in the Old Testament 
God endorses righteous war.’”’ David the man after 
God’s own heart was a man of war beyond all 
other kings. From the New Testament she brings 
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to our minds Christ as we see Him in Revelation. 
He is pictured by John the beloved as a warrior. 
‘“‘And out of His mouth goeth the sharp sword that 
with it He should smite the nations.” 

—Mrs. John R. Richardson. 


UNDEFEATED 


By Paul Hutchens. Moody Press, 152 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Ill. Price, 25c. 

Many people will read a story containing Chris- 
tian truths while they would not think of sitting 
down with a book of the same doctrines minus 
the story. Mr. Hutchens, who has given us many 
fine Christian novels, relates this time a soldier’s 
activities in war and his final acceptance of Christ 
as his Saviour. If a theme were selected for this 
booklet, it would be that God’s name can not be 
used as a sort of magic wand to get things we 
want. Instead we must learn to say “Thy will be 
done.”’ —Lucile Liddell. 


REACHING CHILDREN 


Mildred Morningstar. Moody Press, 
Ill. Price, $1.50. 


The author argues at the outset that the cus- 
tomary practice of instruction preceding decision 
is wrong, that the proper method is decision im- 
mediately, based upon a most cursory description 
of the Gospel. The dominant idea seems to be 
“reaching” children, and getting them “saved’’ 
right off. This warm evangelistic interest and zeal 
is, of course, to be heartily commended, more so 
‘because the author strives to be strictly Biblical. 
In turn, however, such’ evangelistic 
easily leads, as we believe it has with the author, 
to a defective presentation of doctrine, and to the 
use of methods and devices not to be doted upon 
‘in a church that prizes the full-orbed truth of its 
confessional standards, and strives to keep its chil- 
dren’s program based upon a sound philosophy of 
Christian education. —William D. Gray. 


GOD’S ANSWER TO YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S PROBLEMS 


By William W. Orr, D.D. Published by Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles, 558 South Hope Street, 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. Price 20 cents. 


In an informal manner the author discusses 
some of the problems that are found in the lives 
of young Christians. For each problem the author 
believes that there is an answer in the Scripture 
and this is a final answer from which there is no 
appeal. He discusses such subjects as smoking, 
drinking, dancing, movies, petting, popularity, etc. 
Much sound counsel is offered in simple terms in 
this small book. In the chapter on “Can I Be 
Popular?” the author discusses the subject from 
many angles and then concludes with these words, 
“The best thing is not to worry too much about 
popularity. Place this matter, too, in the hands 
of your Lord. Think much of your popularity with 
Him ... Build up a circle of friends who love the 
Lord and who will think and talk your language. 
Continually carry the story of Christ to others and 
thus gain real friends who will last not only 
through time but through eternity . . . Strive 
mightily for heavenly popularity ... It seems to 
resolve itself down to this: you can’t be popular 
with God and with Satan too... I am sure there 
is no question in your mind whose popularity you 
seek.” — John R. Richardson. 


Chicago, 


eagerness 


six verses from the 119th Psalm. 
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PASTORAL CARE OF NERVOUS | 
PEOPLE 


By Henry Jerome Simpson. Published by Mors. 
_— Company, New York, N. Y, Price, 


Efficient pastoral work requires as _ much 
thought and effort as high class pulpit work, T 
be a good pastor one must be more than just a 
routine door-be]] ringer. If the pastoral visit jg 
to be of maximum value he must understand peo. 
ple and their complex needs. The author of this 
book has provided material to enable the pastor 
to better understand and meet the needs of his 
congregation. He has had forty years pastoral ex. 
perience, and ten years of which he has operated 
a Clinic for Personal Adjustment. His writings are 
therefore based on a wide knowledge of parochial] 
activities as well as an extensive acquaintance 
with modern psychiatry. . 


This is not a scientific treatise on psychiatry. It 
is a simple and honest effort to help ministers of 
the gospel toward a better understanding of the 
various types of nervous people to be found in 
every congregation. We know of no better intro- 
duction to the scientific approach to pastoral work. 
The author has admirably succeded in giving in- 
formation to help nervous people make the proper 
adjustment to life, but in doing so he has not 
trespassed in the fields of either the physician or 
the psychiatrist. This is a useful book, not only 
for the Christian pastor, but also for the Christian 
physician. —John R. Richardson. 


THE PRAYERS OF THE BIBLE 


Elinore Mapes Pierce. The Judson Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price, $1.50. 


This well-printed volume of some one hundred 
eighty-three pages is something different in the 
bibliography of prayer. It arranges under titular 


-_ headings all of the prayers in the Bible—man’s 


need expressed and God’s power and response. 
The wide variety of these Bible prayers is amaz- 
ing. Prayers for guidance, for God’s presence, for 
forgiveness, intercessory prayer for sinners, for 
mercy, for justice, for help, for strength, for 
deliverance, for information, for blessing, for 
health, for wisdom, for heavenly recognition, for 
relief, for knowledge, for salvation, for revival, 
for faith, for spiritual strength, for the Lord’s re 
turn. Prayer magnifying God and confessing man’s 
sin. Intercessory prayer, answered prayer, national 
prayer, unanswered prayer, prayer of thanks 
giving, prayer of faith, of gratitude and of praise. 
The longest prayer contains one hundred sixty- 
Courageous 
prayer, believing prayer, hopeful prayer, beseech: 
ing prayer, united prayer, joyful prayer, thankful 
prayer, and prayers recorded in heaven. 


Armed with this compilation, and its index of 
eighty-six topics, the earnest Christian wil] soon 
acquire such a vocabulary of prayer that he 
find no need for humanly-composed forms of 


prayer such as have been published from time t 


time. Instead, out of the treasury of God’s owl 
Word, one can learn “how to pray” in words that 
have come from the lips and hearts of praying. 
men of the Bible—words of prayer that have been 
written down by the Spirit of God. We recommen¢ 
this as one of the best devotional books of the 
hour. | —Stephen B. Williams. 
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General Church News 


The Southern Religious 
Radio Conference 


A great step forward has recently been taken 
in religious broadcasting and in inter-church co- 
operation in the South. The Radio Committees of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, of the South- 
eastern Jurisdiction of the Methodist Church, and 


of the Presbyterian Church in the United States, © 


with due denominational authority, have asso- 
ciated themselves in the Southern Religious Radio 
Conference. The basis of association was finally 
agreed upon at a meeting of duly elected repre- 
sentatives of the respective Radio Committees 
held in Atlanta, Ga., on October 30, 1945. 


Preliminary meetings had been held looking to 
this end in Montreat, N. C., in Atlanta, Ga., and 
in Dallas, Texas. At some of these meetings the 
counsel of leading representatives of the radio in- 
dustry in the South was available. Station man- 
agers, we are led to believe, welcome this coopera- 
tive approach on the part of denominations. — 


The authority of the Presbyterian Radio Com- 
mittee for participation in such a movement is 
found in the following action taken by the 1945 
Assembly: “‘That, in view of the desire of the radio 
stations not to multiply indefinitely the denomina- 
tional hours to the embarrassment of all parties 
concerned, the Assembly approve the Presbyterian 
Radio Committee taking such steps with other 


Protestant denominations or organizations as may ‘ 


be necessary to obtain time for a sustained Protes- 
tant Hour in which the Presbyterian Hour as such 
would be an integral part.”’ 


The agreements upon which the Southern Re- 
ligious Radio Conference will proceed contains the 


following items which each of the cooperating 


Radio Committees will implement in its own way: 


1. This Conference has been organized to serve 
as a channel through which several Southern evan- 
gelical denominations will cooperate to solve traf- 
fic problems in radio network broadcasting in this 
territory. Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians 
will inaugurate the movement, and future mem- 
aig will be limited to evangelical denomina- 

ons, 


2, This is not a merger of the cooperating Radio 
Committees. Each group shall be free to present 
Bible truth positively and constructively as inter- 
preted by its own denomination in accordance 
with the ethics of good broadcasting. 


3. It is hoped and believed that out of this effort 
there will be a permanent sustained hour which 
will continue throughout the year. Broadcasting 
will be over independent networks which will cover 
the entire South. The purpose will be to reach not 
only the constituencies of the respective denomina- 


but "the great mass of unchurched people 


th 4. The series will begin in January, 1946, with 
€ following schedule: Baptists, January 6 
through March 10; Presbyterians, March 17 


iirough May 5; Methodists, May 12 through June 
0. At the end of the first six months the de- 
nominations will have a full quarter each: Bap- 


liam F. 
ern Jurisdiction, Methodist Church, Atlanta, Vice- 


tists, July, August, September; Presbyterians, Oc- 
tober, November, December; and Methodists, Janu- 
ary, February, and March, 1947. 


5. The series as a whole will have an agreed 
title, but the identity of each denominational series 
will be maintained. In each broadcast, by what- 
ever denomination, an announcement will be made 
of the Southern Religious Radio Conference and 
the cooperating denominations. 


We are seeking to enlist some forty stations 
which will give us southwide coverage. We may 
have to continue for a while in the central stand- 
ard time zone with an early Sunday morning hour 
until schedules can be adjusted for a better period. 


The Presbyterian Radio Committee is now en- 
listing the speakers for the Presbyterian Hour this 
Spring and for the longer series in the fall of 
1946. For the time being we shall not endeavor to 
broadcast more than a full quarter within our 
fiscal year. The rest of the periods will be divided 
according to the requirements of the other de- 
nominations. 


The Southern Religious Radio Conference will 
hold its annual meeting in July of each year. The 
following committees have been named: the Steer- 
ing Committee, the Joint Committee on Quality of 
Programs, the Advisory Committee on Recorded 
Programs. The officers to serve until the annual 
meeting are: Rev. John M. Alexander, Presby- 
terian, Fayetteville, N. C., Chairman; Rev. Wil- 
Quillian, Executive Secretary, Southeast- 


Chairman; and Rev. S. F. Lowe, Director of Bap- 
tist Radio Committee, Atlanta, Secretary. 


John M. Alexander, Presbyterian 
Radio Committee. 


Chairman, 


Missouri Baptists Ask President 
Truman To Discontinue Maintaining 
Representative At Vatican 


St. Joseph, Mo. (RNS).—President Truman was 
urged by the Missouri Baptist General Association 
at its 111th Annual Convention here to discon- 
tinue sending a representative to the Vatican. The 
Association said the practice endangered separa- 
tion of Church and State. 


Governor Phil. M. Donnelly was commended by 
= Association for his campaign against gambling 
ouses. 


The Association approved the policy of giving 
three months’ employment as field workers at 
$150.00 per month to all returning Baptist chap- 
lains who desire such work. Dr. T. W. Medearis, 
Superintendent of the Association, pointed out 
that the plan enabled chaplains to become ac- 
quainted with the churches, and opened the way 
for churches needing pastors to extend calls to 


them. 


Purchase of property at Hollister, Mo., over- 
looking Lake Taneycomo, was voted. It includes 
two hotels, a tabernacle and an administration 


building. 
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1,716 Lexington (N. C.) Pupils | 
Given Bible Instruction 
Lexington, N. C. (RNS).—A survey conducted 
here reveals that by the end of the current school 
year about 1,716 students in the public schools 
will have been taught a Bible course. 


Salaries of teachers and all expenses are paid 
by the churches through the Lexington Ministerial 
Association. Bible courses are offered in both the 
white and Negro high schools, and in each of the 
city’s four elementary schools. 


Rev. John R. Williams To Go Back 
To Evangelistic Field 

Spartanburg, S. C.—Rev. John R. Williams, who 
for the past two years and a half has been pastor 
of the Second Presbyterian Church, Spartanburg, 
has resigned his charge, and has asked Presby- 
tery to dissolve the pastoral relationship on No- 
vember 30th, so that he may re-enter full time 
evangelistic work. He was in full time evangelis- 
tic work for twelve years before coming here, 
with headquarters in Atlanta. This time he will 
make his headquarters in Hendersonville, N. C. 
He is going back into the work with the intention 
of putting on programs of Visitation Evangelism 
supplemented by evangelistic preaching. 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery 


Tuscaloosa Presbytery met in Akron, Ala., on 
October 23, in regular Stated Session. There were 
fifteen ministers and nineteen elders enrolled. 
Rev. Louis E. Evans was received from the Birm- 
ingham Presbytery and a Commission appointed 
to install him pastor at Demopolis and Fauns- 
dale. Ruling Elder E. O. Graham was elected 
Moderator. The Communion sermon was preached 
by Rev. Joseph Dunglinson, D.D., of Aliceville. 
Rev. J. D. McPhail retired from the active min- 
istry. A sheaf of letters of appreciation of his life 
and work, written by members of Presbytery, was 
presented to him. Also a certificate for Meritorious 
Service. The pastoral relation between Rev. M. 
O. Cockerham, D.D. and his group of churches was 
dissolved. He will continue to serve these churches 
until they obtain another pastor. Presbytery di- 
rected that a letter of commendation be written 
to Dr. E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk of the General 
Assembly, for his very efficient work in the pub- 
lication of the Minutes, and particularly the 
Ministerial Directory. The Home Mission Commit- 
tee is taking steps to supply all of the vacant 
fields, and especially to take care of the growing 
opportunity offered in the Tuscaloosa area. The 
next place of meeting will be in the Tuscaloosa 
First Church, on January 22d. 

R. E. Fulton, Stated Clerk. © 


Synod Of Florida Report 
By A. R. Larrick, S. C. 
The Synod of Florida convened in the First 


Presbyterian Church of Tallahassee at 7:30 P. M. 
Oct. 17, with Rev. J. Kissling, the latest 


Moderator present presiding, Rev. Clarke Dean, 
the retiring moderator having moved to the Synod 
of Tennessee. The sermon was preached by Rev. 
T. K. Young, the Moderator of the General As- 
sembly. All of us were greatly stirred and chal- 
lenged to assume full responsibility for the great 
privilege and task that is ours. 


ing Elders were in attendance. 
mond, Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church ? 


Fifty-nine Teaching Elders and_ twenty-six Ry. 
Rev. C. A 


Lakeland, was elected by acclamation to be the 
Moderator. Elder Guyte P. McCord of the Tal). 
hassee Church was elected Publicity Clerk. 


_Instructive and inspiring addresses were de. 
livered by the following: Rev. T. K. Young, Mog. 
erator of the General Assembly, Rev. Leslie 7 
Patterson, Campaign Director of the Home Misgio, 
Emergency Fund, Rev. R. E. McCaskill, represen}. 
ing the Defense Service Council, Rev. Stephen 7 
Hartin, representing the  Assembly’s Advisory 
Council on Stewardship, Rev. J. McD. Richard 
President of Columbia Theological Seminary, Rey 
M. A. Macdonald, President of Thornwell Orphan. 
age, Rev. Hugh E. Powell, Director of Religioy 
Education for the Synod of Florida, and Rev, ¢ 
W. Bates, Fraternal Delegate from the Synod of 
Florida U.S.A. 


Rev. Wallace Clift of Tampa is the only min. 
ister of the Synod who died during the year. Ay 
appropriate memorial season was observed. 


Synod is much rejoiced in the report of the 


| Chairman of the Commission to liquidate the 


debts of Palmer College. Elder H. E. Wickersham 
of DeFuniak Springs, Chairman of the Con. 
mission reported that all debts have been liquidat. 
ed. Synod gave Mr. Wickersham a rising vote of 
thanks for the excellent work he had done, and 
dissolved the Commission. 


Two Ad Interim Committees were appointed: 
One, to study the advisability of the Synod of 
Florida uniting with the Synod of Georgia in 
establishing at Quitman, Ga. a home for needy 
elderly people. The other to confer with a Com 
mittee from The Synodical Auxiliary as to the 
advisability of the two bodies meeting simu: 
taneously and in the same city at their next Ap 
nual meeting. - 


The following Overture was sent up to The 
Assembly: “The Synod of Florida respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to instruct the 
General Assembly’s Committee of Ministerial Re 
lief to undertake to supplement out of its funts 
sufficient money so that honorably retired mi 
isters after thirty-five (35) years of service may 
receive from the Minister’s Annuity and the Mir 
isterial Relief a minimum of $75 per month.” 


The entire session was inspiring, challenging 
and spiritual. The next session will convene in the 
First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville at 1:3! 
P.M. Oct. 15, 1946. 


Florida Presbytery 


Florida Presbytery met in Chipley, Fla., Nov. 
17, 1945 at 7:30 P. M. 


Opening sermon was preached, in the absent 
of the retiring Moderator, by Dr. John A. Me 
Murray on The Person of Christ, which was ls 
the Presbyterial Discourse appointed at the prt 
vious meeting of Presbytery. | | 


Ruling Elder V. G. Philips of Tallahassee ¥ 
elected Moderator and Dr. John A. McMurm 
Temporary Clerk. 


There were present 19 ministers and 14 Eldes 
Judge D. Stuart Gillis of DeFuniak Springs 
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chosen to give the Presbyterial Discourse at the 
next meeting on A Militant Christianity with 
Rider T. Franklin West as his alternate. 


The election of Commissioners to the next As- 
smbly was deferred until the spring meeting. 


Rev. Lawrence I. Stell was received on certifi- 
sate from the Missouri Presbytery and a com- 
mission Was appointed to install him as pastor 
of the Tallahassee Church. 


The ad interim Committee on Manual was con- 
tinued to report at the next meeting of Presby- 


tery. 


The routine business, including the reports of 


various committees, was conducted with dispatch 


by the Moderator, and a fine spirit of fellowship 


prevailed throughout the meeting. 


The pastor, Rev. A. L. McDuffie, and his 
capable wife and the congregation proved ex- 
cellent hosts and a rising vote of thanks was 
passed for the courtesy extended by them all. 


The Spring meeting of Presbytery will begin 


in the Tallahassee Church on April 10, 1946. 
Daniel J. Currie, State Clerk. 


Presbytery Of St John’s 


Report 
By A. R. Larrick, S. C. 


The Presbytery of St. Johns convened in the 
Firsts Presbyterian Church of Lakeland at 2:00 
PM. Oct. 28, with the retiring Moderator, Rev. 
George H. Ricks, of Northeast Church, Miami, 
Presiding. He preached an inspiring sermon on the 
subject: “The Mind of Christ.” The Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper was observed with Rev. D. 
C. Bartges and Rev. D. P. McGeachy, Jr. in 
charge. A memorial to Rev. Wallace Clift.was read 
and followed with prayer. 


Ruling Elder Kenneth S. Keyes of the Shenan- 


doah Church, Miami was elected Moderator. Forty- 


three Teaching Elders and thirty-one Ruling Elders 
were in attendance. Rev. Fred Bremer was re- 
celved From Southwest Georgia Presbytery and 
will be in charge of the church at Maitland. 


Presbytery answered in the affirmative an 
overture from the Westminster, Miami church, to 
hold four stated meetings instead of two. An ad 
interim committee was appointed to study the 
gy of possible programs for the extra meet- 


Presbytery sent up to the Assembly an over- 
ture requesting the Assembly to settle the question 
of Union with other Presbyterian bodies now. 


Presbytery is happy over the fact that it has 
under its care twenty-five candidates for the 
Gospel Ministry and one Medical Missionary—Miss 

lla Iverson, M.D. who is serving her intern-ship 
Waiting to be sent to the Foreign Field. 


Rev. W. G. Neville of our Brazil Mission in- 
— everyone with his stirring and challenging 
address on our work and opportunities and needs 
In Brazil, 
hy. next stated meeting of Presbytery will be 
Re in Shenandoah Church, Miami, April 15, 1946. 
th v.R. E. Fry of Hollywood was nominated to be 


Negro Congregations May Bolt 
Churches Of Christ | 
- Detroit, Mich. (RNS).—The 500 Negro congre- 
gations of the ultra-conservative Churches of 
Christ seem to be moving toward organization of. 
a separate body from their white co-religionists. 


A central] authority called the National Chris- 
tian Preaching Convention of the Churches of 
Christ has been set up by the Negro congrega- 
tions. It met here recently and will convene next 
year in Baltimore, Md. 


This is a radical departure from the traditional 
policy of the white branches, which hold no na- 
tional meetings, believing that each congregation 
is a law unto itself and that any type of inter- 
congregational organization is ‘“unscriptural.” 


With moral and financial support of some white 
Churches of Christ groups, the Negro body is re- 
ported attempting to win Negro members from 
the Disciples of Christ. The Churches of Christ, 
originally a group of southern rural congrega- 
tions, split off from the Disciples more than 40 
years ago. 


The main strength of the Churches of Christ is 
still in the rural South, particularly in Tennessee 
and Texas, and this may account for the desire of 
the Negro members to have their own organiza- 
tion, as the sect draws a strict color line, with 
Negroes in segregated congregations. | 


Segregation of colored Christians by southern 
white Christians has resulted in the formation of 


one Negro denomination after the other. If Negro 


members of the Churches of Christ continue to 
develop their own organization contrary to what 
white members consider “Christian teaching,” 
they may, in time, find themselves disowned, as 
white Primitive Baptists, for instance, have long 
since repudiated any connection with the now en- 
tirely separate colored Primitive Baptists. 


The Graham Building 
By Rev. Wade H. Boggs, D.D.* 


The Executive Committee of Christian Edu- 
cation and Ministerial Relief announces herewith 
to the Church that the Graham Building in Jack- 
sonville, Fla., has been sold for $381,000 net, and 
the money is now being invested on a safe and 
profitable basis. The Committee was unanimous 
in the opinion that this was the proper time to sell 
the Graham Building to good advantage. 


This building was erected as the Heard Nation- 
al Bank Building in the year 1912. At that time 
it was the only thoroughly modern office building 
in the City of Jacksonville, and was assessed for 
a larger amount of tax than any other in the State 
of Florida. There are now numerous office build- 
ings in Jacksonville and it is reliably reported 
that others will soon be constructed. When this is 
done the city will probably be overbuilt, and it 
would then be more difficult to rent the offices. 
profitably. 


In the year 1919, during the Florida depression, 
the bank failed, and Mr. C. E. Graham purchased 
the building for $700,000. In January 1920 he 
made the proposition to this Executive Committee 
that if we would raise $400,000 from the entire 
Church and use $100,000 of the amount already 
in the endowment fund, he would give $200,000 
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and the building could then be placed in the en-— 


dowment fund of Ministerial Relief. This propo- 
sition was made known to the Church. For the 
first few months of 1920 the response to the 
appeal was very slight. The members of the 
Church did not seem to comprehend the value of 
the offer until the closing days of the campaign. 
Then the office was simply flooded with remit- 
tances. With the aid of clerks borrowed from 
banks, it was found that there had been received 
in cash and pledges, which were later paid, the 
sum of $831,582 including Mr. Graham’s gift of 
$200,000. In January 1921 the ownership of the 
building was transferred to the Executive Com- 
mittee of Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief and the name of the building was changed to 
“The Graham Building.’’ 


The Graham Building was bought for $700,000. 
During the twenty-four years and ten months of 
ownership of the building the Church has secured 
from this investment a net income of $1,030,777. 
A total of $756,147 have been made available for 
the homes on the roll of Ministerial Relief, and 
$227,925 is now in the Graham Building Sinking 
Fund. Approximately $50,000 has been spent in 
modernization and necessary repairs. During this 
same period taxes have been paid to the City of 
Jacksonville, the County of Duvall and the State 
of Florida to the amount of $502,588. After 
having sold the building there is a little more than 
$600,000 of this fund still in Ministerial Relief 
endowment. 


Mr. Graham suggested that the Church use up 
this investment in caring for the ministers and 
their families who had been so greatly neglected. 
However, the Executive Committee decided when 
the income from the building was large, to set 
aside a Graham Building Sinking Fund to cover 
depreciation, modernization and_ replacement. 
Through this large gift Mr. Graham stimulated our 
Church to care for its retired ministers in a way 
that was not surpassed at that time by any of 
the Churches in North America. The Church will 
always hold him in grateful remembrance. 


*Executive Secretary of C. E. & M. R., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 


Tentative Program 


Town and Country Pastors’ Institute, Union 
Theological Seminary, Monday night, 7:30 o’clock, 
“ed 3, through Friday, 1:00 P.M., December 
7, 1945. 


Monday, 7:30 P.M.—Welcome by Dr. B. R. Lacy, 
President of Union Seminary; Response by Rev. 


O. V. Caudill, President of Town and Country. 


Pastors’ Fellowship; Address by Rev. Wallace M. 
Alston, D.D., “Evangelism.” 


Chapel Hour 
Tuesday, 8:45 A.M. — Led by Dr. Wallace M. 
Alsto 


n. 
Wednesday, 8:45 A.M. — Led by Rev. Cecil 


Thompson. 


Credit Course 


Tuesday through Friday, 9:00-11:00 A.M.— 


credit course on ‘Christian Evangelism,” 140- 
1b, with emphasis on a program of evangelism in 
rural home mission churches and outposts, led by 
Rev. A. R. Batchelor, and Regional Directors Carr, 
Currie, and Mann. The second hour will be de- 
voted to forum discussions. 


posed at 


Addresses 

Tuesday, 11:15-12:10 — Rev. Dumont Clark, 
D.D., “Evangelism Through Bible Study In Ty, 
wednesday, 11:15-12:10—R Cecil 

ednesday, :15-12:10—Rev. Cecil Tho 

“Outpost Evangelism.” — 

Thursday, 11:15-12:10—Rev. T. K. Young, Dj 
“Visitation Evangelism.” 

Friday, 11:15-12:10—Rev. T. K. Young, DD, 


“The Church Meeting The Needs Of Our Time’ 


Tuesday, 7:30 P.M.—lIllustrated Lecture by Rey 


Dumont Clarke, D.D., “Evangelism Through 4 


Bible Way Of Stewardship.” 
Wednesday, 7:30 P.M.—Illustrated Lecture }y 


_ Rev. Cecil Thompson, “A Scriptural Way For 4 


Church To Grow.”’’ 
Thursday, 7:30 P.M.—Dr. T. K. Young, DD, 
“Challenge Of Chapel Year.”’ 


Meeting Of Town And Country 
Pastors’ Fellowship 


12:10-1:00 P.M.—Tuesday, Wednesday, Thur; 
day, and Friday. | 

Afternoons will be free except for voluntary 
meetings. Rev. O. V. Caudill will be free to cop. 
sult with pastors interested in church and mans 
erection. 

Regional Directors may desire to meet at a con. 
venient time with pastors of their districts. 


Plan International Council 
Of Bible Societies 


New York, N. Y. (RNS).—Plans for an inter. 
national Council of Bible Societies, held in abey. 
ance since 19389 because of the war, will be dis 
cussed at a conference scheduled in London next 
May, it was reported here by Dr. Eric M. North, 
secretary of the American Bible Society. 


The Council, designed to facilitate co 
operation and to serve as a center of counsel an 
co-ordination for all the Bible societies, was pro 
% meeting in Holland in 1939, but World 
War II forced postponement of plans to bring tt 
into being. 


Sessions in London will be attended by repre: 
sentatives of the American Bible Society, the 


British and Foreign Bible Society, and Bible 


agencies in France, Germany, Holland, Denmark, 
Norway, and Sweden. 


Russians To Confiscate Protestant 
Hospital In Berlin 


Berlin. (RNS).—Plans to confiscate the entire 
property of Queen Elizabeth Hospital here, one 
of the largest Protestant institutions of its kind 
in Germany, have been revealed by Russian octt 
pation authorities. 


Since the end of the war, the Russians have 
taken over all but 200 beds in the hospital, a 


also the nurses’ quarters, located in Oberschoent 


weide, a suburb of Berlin. 


Church authorities are appealing to the offic 
of Marshal Gregory K. Zhukov, who, when he 
visited the hospital last July, guaranteed that ™ 
further seizures would occur. 


The church leaders point out that, in spite, 
the Potsdam Declaration’s assertion that 
church establishments are absolutely to be 
spected,”’ the Russian authorities removed 4 aa 
from the roof of the chapel, and also scrip 
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words in stone over its portal. 


They stress, also, that Queen Elizabeth Hospital 
serves an area in which 180,000 persons reside, 
who will be deprived of its services. The hospital 
ae is held necessary not only for the civil popu- 
lace but also for the Red Army garrisoned there. 


Announcement of confiscation was completely 


unexpected as the hospital has a splendid record 
of protecting and treating victims of Nazi terror 
throughout the Hitler regime, and this has been 
recognized by the Russians. 7 


The hospital’s director is Dr. J. Siegmund 
Schultze, brother of the famous anti-Nazi socio- 
logist, Prof. Friedrich Siegmund Schultze, now of 


Zurich. 


Massachusetts Baptists Demand 


Recall Of Myron C. Taylor 
Brookline, Mass. (RNS).—Recall of Myron C. 
Taylor, who was appointed in 1940 as President 
Roosevelt’s personal representative at the Vatican, 
was demanded by the Annual Massachusetts Bap- 
tists Conference here. A resolution adopted by the 
meeting termed the appointment “an anomaly in 


a nation avowing the separation of church and: 


state.” 


Other resolutions condemned war and called on 
the United States Government to “press without 
delay for creation of a world-wide authority to 
handle the atomic bond discovery as soon as all 
states submit to effective control.’ The confer- 
ence also adopted a resolution joining in “the 
grave concern expressed by Christian forces, both 
Catholic and Protestant, over the moral dangers 
implicit in peace-time compulsory military train- 
ng. 


CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTION 


if May we suggest The Southern Presbyterian Journal as a gift of lasting value and at a mod- 
% erate price. A year’s subscription insures a semi-monthly reminder of your thoughtfulness, 
NY but more than that, The Journal carries the news of eternal life which is able to make men 
wx Wise unto salvation and bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. An at- 
@ tractive announcement card goes to each one who is to receive The Journal as a Christmas 
wt 6Gift. These will be mailed out around December 15 unless we are otherwise instructed by the 
ys donor. We suggest that you sit down immediately and print plainly the names and addresses, 

including zone numbers, of all those to whom you want to give The Journal this year, and 


“ get them off to us right away. 


Please send The 
‘ Journal to the following: I enclose $ 


ecializes in infectious diseases and its continu- | 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company 
Weaverville . North Carolina 


Southern Presbyterian 


PLEASE PRINT NAMES AND INCLUDE ZONE NUMBERS WHERE NEEDED 


wx 

w« Address 
Name_ 

§=Address_ 
Name_ 

¥ Address 


CHRISTMAS BOOKLETS 
AVAILABLE 


The Splendid Christmas Message, “The Heart 
Of Christmas,” by Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., 
carried in this issue, is available in booklet form. 
It has attractive art paper covers, white with red 
and green decorative holly border. These will be 
sent to you at 5c each or four dollars per hundred 


postpaid. We have printed only a limited supply 


of these, so get your order in early if you want 
them. Order from: The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


Wings For The Soul 


Workman 


We do not know what name he bore, | 
Or what the wages he received; 
He did a simple job of yore 


And, maybe, working on it, grieved. 


Because it was not fine or rare, 
Nothing that man would mark or praise, 

The beasts would seek their fodder there, 
Of mornings and at end of days. 


A manger—such a common thing, 
Sturdy and rough, not much to see: 
He dreamed not he was fashioning 
A cradle for Divinity! 


Who knows? Our humble tasks may be 
Part of the everlasting plan; , 
In some great way we cannot see 
An aid in bringing God to man. 
—Virginia Cabell Gardner. 


Rates: $1.00 a year single subscription. 
Six subscriptions for $5.00. 
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